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5. The Court decided that. In complying with 

its Terms of Reference, it must determine 


Whether a number of Canadian soldiers met 
their deaths at or near the Chateau 
d'Audrieu, near Pavie, Calvados, Normandy, 
on or about 9th June, 1944« 

The numbers, ranks, names and units of aiy 
such soldiers*. 

The manner in which such soldiers met their 
deaths, and whether by 

(i) Legitimate warlike acts of the eneny 
or 

(ii) Enemy acts in violation of the laws 
and usages of war* 

Whether any or all of such soldiers were, 
at the time of their deaths, prisoners of 
war and entitled to treatment as such. 

The designation of any or all enesy units 
and/or formations in the neighbourhood of 
the Chateau d'Audrieu on or about 
9th June, 1944* 

The names of the persons dirootly or 
Indirectly responsible for any such 
deaths attributable to acts in violation 
of the laws and usages of war, together 
with their units and/or formations, 

6, The Court adjourned at 1830 hours* 

10 July 1944, 

7* The Court assembled at Rear Headquarters,, 

First Canadian Amy, at 0930 hours on 10th July, 1944p 
continued its Btudy of tho terras of reference and made 
preparations for the conduot of the investigation, 

8, At 1400 hours tho Oourt adjourned to the 
locus in quo, and made a detailed inspection of the Chateau 
and its surroundings, giving instructions for the preparation 
of a topographic survey of the Chateau and its grounds. The 
Court further gave detailed instructions to Lieut. Col. R.A.H. 
MacKEEN, R.C.A.H.O. (Pathologist) for the conduct of an 
autopsy on the bodies of 26 soldiers, reputed to be buried 

in the grounds, 

9. Hie Court adjourned at 1830 hours. 
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(a) Lt.Col. J.M. UBLDRAM, Officer Comandlng the 
Royal Winnipeg Rifles, whose statement is 
attached hereto and marked Exhibit "28". 

(b) Lt. R.s. MOGLOVE, Royal Winnipeg Rifles, whose 
statement is attached hereto and marked Exhibit 
"29*. 

24. The Court adjourned at 1700 hours. 


(b) U.1913 Serjeant R.S. SOUTHffiST, Ho. 1 S.I.S., First 
C an ad ian Army, whose recorded evidence is attached 
hereto and marked Exhibit "26". 


21. The Court adjourned at 1900 hours. 


(a) B.211172 Serjeant J.R. IROST, Ho. 1 S.I.S. 
Canadian Amy, whose recorded evidence is 
. hereto and marked Exhibit "25". 


22. The Court re-assembled at Mw-tn H.Q. First 
Army at 1500 hours, 28th July, 1944, and oontinuou. 
examination of the witnesses. The following witnes 
examined on oaths - 


Lt. ERANK DEBERVUL, Canadian Film ar*1 Photo Unit, 
.whose recorded evidence is attached hereto and 
marked Exhibit "27" . 


23. The Court received sworn statements from the 
following, the exigencies of military service making it 
impractical for these witnesses to appear in person:*’ 
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1/Cpl. MEAKIN, F.V. 

Cpl. ‘ LEAKIN', G.E. 

Pte. MUTCH, R. 

Pte. RODGERS, H. 

Pte. SLYWCHUK, S. 

(b) That the above were at the time of their deaths prisoners 
of war and entitled to treatment as such. 


*(a) That, of the above-named soldiers, the following were, in 
all probability, murdered by the German armed forces in violation 
of the laws and usages of war in a like manner to their comrades 
whose names are set out in paragraph 2(a):- 


Rank :- Marne 

Rfh. CHARTRAND, L. (H41294) 

Pte. HARRISON, P.D. 

Pte. HATTON, E. 

Rfh. LAWRENCE, K.S. 

Rfh. OSTIR, P.E. 

I/Cpl. POHO, W. 

BARLOW, W. 

(b) That the above were in all probability prisoners of wa 
at the time of their deaths and entitled to treatment as such. 


That the unit occupying the grounds of the Chateau 
d'Andrieu on the 8th June, 1944 — the date on which nineteen 
and probably all of the deceased met their deaths — was the 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company of the 12th S.S. 
Reconnaissance Battalion of the 12th S.S. Panzer' Division 
(Hitler Jugend). 

(a) That the senior officer present with the Headquarters 
and Headquarter Company of said unit on 8 June 1944 (probably 
the commanding officer. Major Bre(h)mer) is responsible for the 
murder of the officer and soldiers referred to in paragraph 
2(a) nDove. 

(b) That there are grounds to suspect that another German 
officer (probably Lt. Schenk, the officer coiananding the 
Signal Platoon of the said Battalion) who was present with the 
Unit on 8 June 1944 was cognizant of and implicated in the 
said murder. 

(c) That there are grounds to suspect that a third German 
officer (probably a member of a Panzer Regiment of the 12th 
S.S. Panzer Division attached for duty with the said unit) who 
was present with the unit on the 8th June 1944 and whose name 
is at present unknown to the Court, was cognizant of and im¬ 
plicated in the said murder. 

That the German non-cossnissioned officers and soldiers 
forming the escort referred to in the hereinafter mentioned 
Incident I, and whose names are at present unknown to the 
Court, are equally implicated with their officers in the murder 
of:- 

Major P.E. HODGE. 

1/Cpl* FULLER, A.R. 

Rfn. SMITH, P. 

That the German soldiers forming the escort referred to 
in the hereinafter mentioned Incident H, and whose names ore at 
present unknown to the Court, are equally implicated with their 
officers in the murder of:- 

Rfh. GOLD, D.S. 

Rfh. McINTOSH, J.D. 

Rfn. THOMAS, W. 

That the German non-conmissioned officers and men, 
whose names are at present unknown to the Court, who formed the 
firing party which put to death the thirteen Canadian soldiers 
referred to in the hereinafter mentioned Incident III, are 
equally implicated with their officers in the murder of 
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llortheast comer of Chateau d'Audrieu, showing gardener's cottage and 
"drying room”. 


View showing relative position of points "A", "B" and ”C” on map 
indicates actual location of point "A". 


Arrow 
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shots was heard try this and other witnesses. The sound come from 
the direction in which the party had gone. Almost imnediately 
afterwards the same escort of three came out of the wood, hut 
without the^Lr prisoners, and returned to the Conrand Post. 


Not long after this, a soldier of the German detach" 
meat, while the Chateau kitchen told witnesses that he was 
smoking an English "Tomny cigarette" and that they had killed 
them, meaning "Tonmies". 


On the 22nd June, 1944, three bodies were found hy a 
burial party under the command of R.S.U. Hopps. They were 
lying in the undergrowth at the edge of the path at the 
Points marked "A", "B" and "C" respectively. They were with¬ 
out arms or equipment, and their pockets wero empty. 


Those proved to be the bodies of 


Major F.E. HODGE. 
I/Cpl. FULLER, A.R. 
Rfa. SMITH, F. 


Later, empty small arms cartridge cases of German 
manufacture were found on the verge of the path close to 
where the bodies were lying. 


The bodies were subjected to pathological examination, 
and they bore the following wounds:- 


Major HODGE, F.E. Wounds of ahoulder; head entirely 

absent. 


l/Cpl. FULLER, A.R. Wounds of cheat, neck and Jaw, 

consistent with small-calibre 
bullets at close range. 

Rfh., SMITH, F. Fatal wounds of axilla ("armpit "J 

chest and head. 


No fighting took place at the Chateau or in its 
immediate vicinity on 8th June, until shelling started at about 
1830 hours. 


REASONS FOR FINDINGS, 


In arriving 'at its findings tliat the three soldiers 
were murdered, the Court based its Judgment on the fcicts 
that :-* 


(a) The party of three British soldiers refeived to by 
the witnesses were taken into the woods by an armed escort, 
equal in number to themselves (the usual practice being for 
one armed soldier to be appointed guard to a number of 
prisoners); 












































incident ii, 


PACTS 


21 • Shortly after the occurrence related in Incident I above, 
a second party of about four British soldiers, void of headgear, 
anas or equipment, was observed by the witnesses Miles. Monique Level 
and Beatrice Delafon, to emerge from the woods, east of the Cconand 
Post, and cross the open grass space, making towards the wood on the* 
north side. This party was escorted by two or three German soldiers. 
The party and esc cart inarched across the grass beyond the pole, in the 
direction of the Points marked "D", "E" and "F" on the Plan (Exhibit 3) < 
They were lost to view by the witnesses on account of same large inter¬ 
vening trees, (The witnesses pointed out to the Court on the ground 
the line which this party took and the direction was clearly towards 
the Points marked "D", "E" and "F"). This incident was observed by 
the witness Monique Level from the window of her bedroan on the first 
floor of the Chateau, and by the witness Beatrice Delafcn f rom an 
attic window. 


23, On the 22nd June, 1%4, three bodies were discovered by 
the burial party connanded by R.S.M. Hopps at the Points marked "D", 
"E" and n F" respectively. They were without aims and equipment, and 
their pockets were empty. They were the bodies of 

Rfh. Gold, D.S. 

Rfn. McIntosh, J.D. 

Rfh, Thomas, W» 

24, Later, empty snail arms cartridge cases of German 
manufacture were found on the verge of the path close to the 
points marked "E" and "F". 

25* Their bodies were later subjected to pathological 
examination and bore wounds as follows 


Wounds in head, small calibre; 
wounds of chest and shoulder, 
fatal, consistent with small 
calibre bullets at close range 


27, Following a similar line of reasoning to that set out at 
the end of Incident I. above, it is apparent that these three 
Canadian soldiers were killed by small arms fire at very close 
range, and not in combat, 

28, The Court was left in no doubt that this party of 
Canadian soldiers suffered the same fate as their comrades referred 
to in Incident I, and that they were murdered by their captors ifoen 
prisoners of war and in violation of the laws and usages of war* 
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Rfn. Adams. V/.G- 


Multiple small calibre bullet 
wounds, head, body, anas and 
logs. 


RlYi. Blohoff, E 


Chart rand. L, 


Shull wounds, fatal, mall 
calibre; multiple anall 
ca li bre bullet wounds, chest 
and anas. 


Multiple small calibre bullet 
wounds of body; bullet 
recovered from upper am. 

Multiple small calibre bullet 
wounds of body and foot* 

Multiple anall calibre bullet 
wounds of body; extensive 
damage to skull; 7 bullets 
recovered. 


Rfn. Fagnon, A.A 


Skull wound, small calibre 
bullet, fatal; bullet 
recovered from scapula. 


Pte. Lychowich, J.L 


Multiple anall calibre bullet 
wounds, chest, stomach, and 
legs. 


Fatal small calibre skull 
wounds. 


Fatal wound of skull, small 
calibre wounds in chest. 


Pte. Mutch, R 


Skull wound, small calibre, 
fatal; bullet removed from 
chest wound. 


Skull wounds, small calibre 
bullets; multiple small 
calibre bullet body wounds. 


Pte. Slywchuk, S 


B. REASONS FOR FINDINGS 


33. From the fhct that these unarmsd soldiers were seen alive 
and in the custody of armed German soldiers at Point "K" only a 
very short time before being found dead at the sams spot; from the 
sound of shots, the position in which these bodies were found, the 
nature of their wounds, their lack of equipment and arms, the 
presence of photographs and prayer beads in the hands of some of 
them, and the absence of any warlike activity in the region of the 
Chateau before 1830 hours on the 8th June, the Court is 
irresistibly led to the conclusion that these thirteen men were 
murdered by the cneiy whilst they were prisoners of war in their 
hands and entitled to bo treated as such, and that their deaths were 
occasioned in violation of the well-recognised laws and usages of war. 
There was no evidence that they had dons anything to forfeit their 
status as prisoners of war. 


INCIDENT IV, 


34. Cn the 28th June, 1944, Serjeant Minards was sent with a 
burial party to the grounds of the Chateau for the purpose of burying 
a number of British soldiers found dead there. His party picked up 
the bodies of five Canadian soldiers and two British soldiers, whose 
ranks and names are set out below:- 















L'ass crave of thirteen soldiers involved in Incident III, looking North 
away from hedge. 


Mass grave of thirteen soldiers involved in Incident III, looking Vfest 
toward Hen House. 
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At.or near the road junction some 600 metres 
east of the Chateau, co-ordinates 871-713 
(CA3I Sheet, 1: 50,000 map) a considerable 
number of documents and efftects of Canadian 
and British soldiers have bean found. Among 
than were items pertainirig to liajor Hodge, 
Lance-Corporals Puller and Heakin, Sapper 
Harrison, Privates P. Smith, Thomas and Gold 
and Louis Chartrand. One of these men, 
Harrison, is involved in Incident IV. It 
would appear that at this location prisoners 
were collected and there searched for 
identification. 


Rfn. K.S. Lawrence, whose body was found amongst 
those involved in this Incident, was seen to be 
captured by German soldiers shortly after mid¬ 
day on 8th June, 1944* 


B. REAS CHS FOR FINDINGS. 

• ♦ 

38. The inference thus may fairly be drawn that most and 
possibly all of the twenty-six deceased soldiers passed through 
this collecting point as prisoners of war on or about the 8th 
June and, with specific reference to those involved in this 
incident, probably underwent the same process of examination ard 
exterrairtatian as those involved in the other incidents. This 
inference is strengthened by the circumstance set forth in 
paragraph 37(e) above. 

39. Despite the foregoing, this incident lacks the same 
weight of evidence as the others, in that only one of these 
seven soldiers wa3 seen alive as a prisoner of war in the hands of 
the eneny. While the Court i3 of the opinion that the evidence 
gives strong ground for belief that they probably met the same 
fate as those referred to in the other incidents, the said evidence 
is not sufficiently conclusive to find that they were, with 
certainty, murdered by the enemy 0 

FA CTS SUPPORTING FINDINGS AS TO IDENTITY OP UNIT 
AND PERSONS RESPONSIBLE 


40. The facts upon which the Court based its findings that the 
Unit occupying the Chateau d*Audrieu on the 8th June, 1944 was a 
Company (in all probability Headquarters and Headquarters Company) 
of the 12th S.S. Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion, are as follows 


(a) Witnesses testified that some of the German 
soldiers were wearing on their sleeves the words "Adolf 
Hitler"; a number of officers and N.C.O's of the Adolf 
Hitler S.S.Division (the only Division which wears this 
emblem on the sleeve) are known to have been attached 
to the 12th S.S. Panzer Division (Hitler Jugend) of 
which 12th S.S. Reconnaissance Battalion forms part. 


(b) Signal message forms belonging to the signal 
platoon. Headquarter Company, 12th S.S. Reconnaissance 
Battalion, were found adjacent to burnt-out light 
armoured vehicles in the Chateau grounds, which are 
stated by the civilian witnesses to be the same vehicles 
as those left behind by the Unit which occupied the 
Chateau on the 8th June. 


(c) A bundle of letters addressed to, and a document 
written by, Untersturrafuhrer Schenk, who is known to be 
the Officer Connanding the Signal Platoon of the Head¬ 
quarters Conqjajy, 12th S.S. Reconnaissance Battalion, 
were found adjacent to the 3aid vehicles. 
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ORDER CdfVENING THE COURT 


EXHIBIT No. 1 


Copy No 


Ref this HQ signal message A 49 dated 9 Jul and 
letter of even number dated 6 Jul 44* 


1. By order of the Coranander-in-Chief, 21 Assay Gp, 

a Court of Inquiry will assemble at a time and place to 
be determined by the President for the purpose of 
enquiring into and reporting on certain matters which will 
be laid before them. 


Major General R.W. Barker, 
ACOS, G-1 SHAEF 


The members will be:- 


Lt.Col. J.W. McClain, ED, 
AAG(HS) 1st Canadian Any 


Distribution 


7 Jul 44 


The President will be:- 


Brigadier G.W.B. Tarleton, DSO, MC, 
BGS (Liaison) HQ Second Amy 


3. You will be responsible for warning the members to 

attend, all administrative arrangements, including accomo¬ 
dation of President and members, provision of interpreters 
and transport (when necessary) also for attendance of all 
necessary witnesses. 


'A' Branch 

Rear HQ 21 Array Group, 
No. 1 A.P.D.C. 

LCNDCN, W.l. 


(Sgd) C. Lloyd 

Brigadier, 

DAG 


Copy No. 2 . 
Copy No. 3 • 
Copy No. 4 • 
Copy No. 5 . 
Copy No. 6 . 
Copy No. 7 • 
Copy No. 8 . 
Copy No. 9 • 
Copy No.10 . 


. .Maj Gen R.W. Barker (Pare si dent) 
..SHAEF G-1 

. .H.Q. Second Army (Main) 

. .1 Canadian Army (Rear) 
..Canadian Sec First Echelon 
..PA/UGA 
..G (Int) 

..File 21 A Gp/Uain/4499/1/A 
..File 21 A Gp/3746/23/A(PS) 


In attendance - 
First Lieut 
Joseph W. Bishop 
JAGD 


Brigadier W.H.S. Macklin, 
Ccod 13 Cdn Inf Bde 


Lt.Col. W. Blackhurst, (BE, 
ADJAG HQ 21 Army Gp 


































Q And about the same distance from the path ? A. Yes. 

Q Was this body "B" likewise wounded in the back of the head ? 
A Yes. 


Q Could you tell whether it was a small arms wound or an artillery 
fragaent ? A» I formed the opinion that it was caused by an 
automatic arms of same description. I did not inspect it very 
clo3ely 0 

Q Will you give us parallel information with regard to body "C". 

A The some applies with regard to body "C" „ The posture was the 
same; wound in the back of the head; same distance f raa the 
path. The distance fraa body "B" to body "C" was roughly ten 
yards. 

t 

Q Was the condition of-the head of body "C" any different from 
bodies "A" and "B", or did you fail to notico it ? A. There 
was one head which was badly knocked about, and the top of the 
skull was loose, but I would not like to swear which one it was. 


Q Did you have time to lock over the bodies very carefully ? 

A No. We were in the middle of the battle and I had to get back 
to ny regimental duties. 

Q With reference to the bodies which you have indicated as "D", 

"E" and "F 1 , will you explain as to body "D" its location, 
position and the nature of its wounds ? A. When bringing 
the burial party for the first three to the woods I lost ny 
way and went dam a different path. I tinned around and came 
up towards the Chateau and found body "D" on a path, on the 
left of the path, and I was facing the Chateau. This body was 
lying on it3 back; its right knee was drawn up, hands level with 
the face, and it had been shot in the face twice. On going over 
to the right I found another two bodies, which are marked "E" 
and "F", both lying on the face approximately a yard fraa the 
path, and each had been shot in the head. These three bodies, 
"D", "E" and "F", had no boots, no equipment and were dressed 
in battledress. 


Q Will you describe just how bodies "E" and "F" were placed in 
relation to the path ? A. Yes. They were lying with their 
feet approximately a yard fraa the path at right angles, both 
bodies, and they were both lying on their faces. 

Q Were their arms lying along their sides with the hands towards 
the feet ? A. No, with the hands round their heads like 
that; their hands were above the level of the shoulders. 

(The witness indicates the arms os being saaewhat raised with 
the hands about level with the face, elbows upward). 

Q As you looked at them did it appear to you from tho position in 
which they were lying that they had fallen there immediately 
after having been shot or that they might have been dragged 
there ? A. They had fallen as they had been shot. 
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EXHIBIT Wo. 4 . 


Were there papers,, cigarettes or other personal items scattered 
about near the bodies ? A 0 No. 

As you walked about through the woods in the vicinity of any odf 
these bodies did you see any British equipment or weapons ? 

No, none. 


Q Or helmets ? 


No. 


IT. COIL. BLACKHURST: After you hod seen the six bodies, did you 
suspect any kind of foul play ? Ao Prom the state of the 
wounds in the back of the head X thought they had been shot in 
the back of the head: and the second three, "D", "E" and H F", 
having no boots or equipment on, I thought they had been shot 
while they were prisoners. "D" was shot in the face and he 
had no boots on. 

Q Did you think there was something unusual about all the bodies 
to moke you suspect they wore something other than ordinary 
battle casualties ? A. Yob; the lack of equipment, lack of 
arms and steel helmets and, as I have said before, lack of boots 
in three oasos. I would odd that we found six German bodies in 
the woods two days previously and they wore all armed; in one 
case he had a rifle with him. They were all fully dressed with 
their equipment and arms beside them. 

THE PRESIDENT: Did you notice the organisation to which those 
Germans belonged ? A u No. 

Q You could not soy whether they were S.S. ? A. No, but the 
pjadre burled them and I think on two there were identification 
marks, but I cannot say thot 

IT.COL. BLACKHURST: Because of v/liat you saw and because you sus¬ 
pected there was some foul play did you make a report to any¬ 
body ? Ao Not officiollyo When I went back to the Regiment 
I informed the Adjutant I had found six Canadians, and I sold 
that in my opinion I thought they hod been killed by automatic 
fire. 


BRIGADIER TARLETCN: 
A No. 


You would not like to say whose fire it was ? 


THE PRESIDENT: Did you say anything to the adjutant to indicate 
that they had been killed under conditions oontrary to the lorn 
of war in regard to prisoners ? Ao I may have made the 
remark that I did not tliink they had been killed fairly. 

BRIGADIER TARLETCN: You saw no officer’s body amongst them ? 

A No. I just know they were Canadians. 

THE PRESIDENT: On tho 7th July, 1944, did you accompany Captain 
Pollard of the S.I.S. to the p>laoe where you had found the 
bodies ? A. Yes. 

Q What did you and Captain Pollard find there ? A. We searched 
round the vicinity of the "A", "B" and "C M bodies and I saw 
Captain Pollard pdek up two cartridge cases of German make. 

Q How far were these cartridge oases from the points where these 
bodies lay ? A. Roughly three to four yards. 

Q Was there any evidence of other enqyty cartridge oases around ? 

A Yes. In the oases of bodies "D", "E" and "F" two cartridge 
cases were found where "E" and "P" were shot, about a yard from 
these two bodies. 




Q What make were they ? A. German make and with German markings. 

3 - 
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Will you explain that a little bit more ? There was & wound in 
the front of hio head 7 A. In the front of his forehead, 
which looked like a bullet wound. 


There was a wound in front of hio head and another one in the 
rear 7 A. It appeared that a bullet had been fired and 
had gone through the centre of his head and had splayed out. 
It had gone through his forehead, just through the nose, and 
had splayed out and damaged the book of his head. 

This is body "E" ? A. Yes, body "E". 


And what about body "F" ? A. Body "F" was a matter of about 
a half a yard to the left of body "E". 

As you faced them 7 A. As we faced them, and his head was 
well under the bushes. He was further in from the path and his 
head was actually hidden by bushes when we found him. When we 
turned him over, he was in such a bad state and we tried to 
look for his identity but it was beyond our power. We could 
not see what wounds he had. 


Were these men Canadians 7 A. Yes; Royal Winnipeg Rifles. 

They were both of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles 7 A. Yes. 

At about what time of the day did you start this work ? 

I should say approximately about 7 p.m. 

What time did you finish it ? A. I should say between 
about half past 8 and 9« 

In other words, it took you about two hours ? A. Yes, two 
hours. 


Two hours to dig the three graves and bury the bodies ? 
Yes. 


Was there any fixing going on in the 
We had one burst, I believe, of A .A. 
just round where we were digging the 


BRIGADIER HACKLIN: You said that these bodies "E° and "F" were 
lying an their faoes 7 A, Yes, 

Q And they had their boots off 7 A. Yes. One thing that did 
strike me was that they had no boots and no hats at all. 

Iff.COL. HcOIAIN: There waB not much space between where they were 
■ on the path; they were side by side 7 A. They were side by 
side, yes. 


THE PRESIDENT: Did you fora any opinion, based an your own 

observation, as to the oiroumstanoes under which these men met 
their deaths ? By that I wean: did it look to you as though 
these men were casualties or that they had met their deaths in 
some other way 7 A, Wy opinion was that they were not battle 
casualties and that they had wet their deaths in some other way 
owing to the fact that theVe were no pay books on than, no 
equipment and thty had no headgear of any description. They had 
their boots off, whereas if they had been battle casualties we 
would have found their pay books and various other equipment with 
them, I concluded from this that they had been prisoners of war 
and that they had definitely been shot, 

Q "I oonoluded that they had been shot by the Gomans"; does that 
express it 7 A, Yes. 










Q "While they were prisoners" ? A. Yes 
prisoners. 




























BRIGADIER TABLET ON: Did any of them have pay books ? 
A Ho, no pay books. 


BRIGADIER TARI£TCN: Is there any other reason ? You have 

mentioned two now. A. Their falling down and their equip¬ 
ment are the only reasons I can see that they had been shot. 

THE PRESIDENT: Did you feel that they had been prisoners of war 
at the time they werd shot ? A. Well, yes, because the only 
report I got about them was that they were most likely prisoners 
of war. When we saw them there was nothing near or around 
and in a place like this, with a battle on, nobody would wander 
far away without a small arm, even. 


BRIGADIER MACKLTN: Did you discuss this when you went back to 
your unit ? Did you mention to anyone that you had been bury¬ 
ing Canadians who mi^it have been shot as prisoners ? 

A As far as shot prisoners are concerned, no, sir. I was told 
when I was coming through that I had got to bury three Canadians 


Q It would be quite an unusual thing for a burial party to bury 
people whom you say were shot, and it might be an occasion for 
a certain amount of conversation and discussion. Was there any 
discussion or conversation at all ? A. No, there was not 
with any other of the men. Where they are, they are not all 
with me. I was the only one from ny detachment —— 


Q I know, but you did not mention it to the serjeant-major or 
anyone else and say: "Look here, I have been buxying three 
Ca n a d ia ns ; I thought they were killed 11 ? A. No. 

Q You did not mention it ? A. No. At that time, when I got 
back there, I went straight to ny gun and as far as I was con¬ 
cerned I did not want to talk about it. 


(The witness withdraws) 











RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE 


REV. A. INGLIS 


REV. A. INGUS is called and, having been duly 
sworn, is examined as follows 


THE PRESIDENT : Are you the Rev. Angus Inglis, Chaplain to the 
Forces, attached to 185 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery ? A. Yes 


Q Did you perform any duty in the vicinity of the Chateau 

d'Audrieu, this Chateau, on the afternoon on or about 22nd June 
19UU ? A. Yes. 


Q Will you please state the nature of that duty ? A. I began with 
a burial party to bury six Canadian soldiers found on the edge 
of the wood here (indicating on sketch). There were three 
buried that evening. 


Q Will you please indicate on the sketch the points at which 
those bodies were found ? A. There were E and F, and the 
other body was in the wood behind the graves. 


Q What you are telling us is that you buried two bodies ? "The 
bodies that I buried were two found in the vicinity of points 
marked E and F and a third body which I believe was found 
near the point marked G"; is that it ? A. Yes. 


Q You have marked the point G as one where a’ body was found 
Do you know the name of that soldier ? A. Yes, His name 
was Gold, D.S. 


Q I understand that there is a difference of opinion as 

between yourself and some of the non-commissioned officers 
as to the location of this third body, you maintaining that 
it was found at G ? A. Yes. 


Q And they maintaining that it was found at the point marked D ? 
A. Yes. I am quite clear about that in my own mind. 

Q However, you are both speaking of the same body ? A. Yes, 
of the sane body. 


Q The difference of.opinion being merely as to the location 
where it was found ? A. Yes. 


Q Will you please describe to the Court the posture in which 
this body was found ? A. I found this first body as I was 
coming through the wood this way, by this path (indicating 
on the sketch) and he was crouching. I turned him over to 
see if 1 could find any identification on him. I thought 
he was one of our own Royal Engineers, according to his flash, 
and I went back again and was then quite clear that he was 
with the Royal Winnipeg Rifles. 

Q When you say he was crouching, do you mean he was lying on his 
face ? A. I do remember this body quite clearly. He was 
lying like this (indicating). 


Q Was he up on his elbow ? A. Yes. I remember something of 
that sort. He was like this (indicating), leaning on his 
right elbow. 
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Q Will you describe, if possible, the state of the wound in the 
body at "C" ? A. Yes, he was lying on his back and most of 
the head was blown away, about from the neck portion, where 
thousands of maggots hod been, and when the body was moved 
they all fell to the ground, and there was a part which was 
put with the rest of the body and carried along the path, and 
part of that scalp fell away on the path as we went towards 
the grave. There was at that moment AA fire and pieces 
falling in the wood. 

Q Can you state anything about whether the pockets or personal 
effects showed that these men had been rifled ? A. No, the 
pockets were quite orderly, but there was nothing in them. 


Q In the course of your duties did you have occasion to be 
present at the burial of any Germans ? A. I buried seven 
German bodies at map point 867712 on the 18th June. One was 
a German officer and the other six were German other ranks. 
They had been dead some little time; they were fully armed 
and were obvious battle casualties. In my opinion they had 
been killed by artillery fire. I handed in all evidence of 
identification, together with their letters and effects, to 
my headquarters. From the notes which I took at the time 
(although these notes are somewhat sketchy, I did make a 
complete burial return at the time) the following are the 
particulars of their identification: 

(1) Disc. (Helmet "R. Gellen"). 

(2) Disc. 118. 2d Hitler Jugend SS Y/affen VT. 

(3) Disc: 13459 SS Naghr mS Regt. 

(4) Disc: 15450 SS Naghr JiRS Regt. Helmet: "Florlmond 

Liemanns". 

(5) Disc: 15648A. Name: SS Oberst Riehm, H. 

(6) Disc: 2296. IS LAH. SS Verfugungs Truppe 

(7) Disc: 77 Hitler Jugend. Stab AA, YVaffen SS. 


In my opinion they had been dead several days 


Q Vihat were your suspicions as to how the Canadian soldiers 
whom you buried met their deaths ? A. I concluded that they 
had been prisoners in the hands of the enemy because they 
were without equipment, without letters or documents of 
any kind and without their pay books, and without ary 
headgear. 


Q For the purpose of the record, I should like to relate the 
bodies found in ''A'', "B", "C", "D", "E", "F" and "G" to 
the numbered graves in that group of six graves. 


Q The Queens Own Rifles was put in No. 6 ? A. Yes 


Q The Winnipeg Rifles was put in No. 5 ? A. Yes 


Q That would be 4 


Q How many of the bodies were you able to identify ? A. Two 
Gold and Mackintosh. 


(The witness withdraws) 
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RECORD OF THE STCD31CE 


CAPT. L. G. SNEATH 


CAPT. L. G. SNEATH is called and, having been duly sworn 
is examined as follows: 


THE PRESIDENT : What is your name, rank and organization ? 

A. Lloyd George Sneath, Captain, Canloan, 101 attached 
Hallamshire Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment. 

<3 ..Were you in the area in the vicinity of this Chateau, 

Chateau d'Audrieu, on or about the 14th June, 1944? A. Yes. 

Q Did you on that day come across any evidence of the presence 
of Canadian Troops in the vicinity of this Chateau ? 

A. Yes, I did. 


Q Will you please state to the Court the place where you came 
across this evidence and the nature of the evidence ? 

A. In the area at the east end of the wood east of the 
Chateau where the road swings off to the south at the junction 
where there is a track running east, I picked up the Advance 
Book of a Canadian Officer. The name on.it was "Major F. E. 
Hodge”. I knew this officer was a member of the Royal 
Winnipeg Rifles. I put this book in my pocket at the time 
and 250 yards further back on the track towards Audrieu some 
half an hour later I picked up the LLF.M. 279 of the same 
officer (record of service). This was picked up in a gateway 
on the north side of the track where there was a large number 
of personal letters, snapshots and documents, German, French 
and British. I looked through some of these papers, picked 
out those who I knew to be Winnipeg Rifles and a Nominal 
Roll of "A” Company, 1st Battalion, Royal Winnipeg Rifles 
along with other Company documents, namely the addresses of 
next of ld.n and others which I do not recall. There were 
snapshots of Pte. Adams, letters belonging to Pte. Gold, 
a stretcher bearer, the pay books of Fuller and Thomas, and 
the pay books of Louis Oh\rtrand and L/Cpl. F. V. Ueakin. 

Q From the indications in that vicinity did it appear to you 
that a Company Headquarters had been captured or over-run 
or that these were papers that had been taken from individuals 
or are you unable to form an opinion 7 A. I should say that 
they wore all token from them as a group, as the papers were 
all in a small area and the German positions in that area 
were very well put in - There were a lot of German positions 
there. 


Q Did you infer the indication that the persons whose papers 
you had found hod been taken prisoners ? A. I would think 
from the appearance that they were prisoners at the time the 
papers were taken from them. 

Q Did you see any British Arms or equipment lying around that 
area ? A. There were several pieces of British equipment 
within a radius of 20 yards of that gateway. 


BRIG ADI ER TARLETON : Any aims ? A. No arms 


THE PRESIDENT : What disposition did you make of these papers ? 
A. They were taken that same night to The Royal Winnipeg 
Rifles and handed to the Second-in-Comraand. 
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EXHIBIT Ho. 9, 


RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE 
of 

CAPT. H. S. G. THOMAS. 


CAPT. HERBERT SAMUEL GRIFFITHS THOMAS la colled anl, 

having been duly sworn, is examined os follows 

THE PRESIDENT: Will you please state to the Court your name, 
rank, organisation and duty? A. Herbert Samuel Griffiths 
Thomas, Chaplain to the Forces, 4th Class, attached Hallamshire 
Battalion, The York and Lancaster Regiment. 

Q Did your duties bring you to the viciniiy of the Chateau 
d'Audrieu on or about 14th June, 1944? A. Yes. 

Q How did you happen to come here? A. One of our Companies 
had positions round the Chateau and the Company Cocmander, 

Major Lockwood, O.C. "B" Company, Hallamshire Regiment, had seen 
thirteen dead Canadians lined up against the hedge at the top of 
the wood, just inside the top of the garden of the Chateau, and 
he sent for me to see than with a view to arranging for their 
burial. 

Q On your arrival at the Chateau will you tell the Court what you 
found here? A. I came up the main drive and reported to 
the Company Office which was in one of the outbuildings. I 
reported to the Company Conmander and he took roe up to see the 
bodies, and having done so we left them. 

Q I call your attention to -this sketch map of the Chateau and 
grounds and ask you to indicate on this map the location in 
which you found these bodies? A. I found them along this 
hedge at the point marked "K". There were one or two bodies 
just round the corner there slightly detached from the others, 
a matter of two yards (indicating on sketch map). 

Q What uniform did these bodies wear? A. Thqjr were all 
wearing battledress and with "Royal Winnipeg Rifles" on their 
shoulders. 

Q What was the state of their clothing? A. Some had boots on, 
others had their boots taken off; none had equipment on; they 
had no helmets on, their helmets were just strewn about the 
place; there was no sign of arms or equipaent. 

Q Was there any evidence of the pockets of these men having been 
pilfered? A. No, 

Q Were there any papers, photographs, or other objects of a 
similar nature strewn about? A. Yes. 

Q Did you examine any of these papers? A. No, I did not. I 
collected them and I handed than over to a Canadian Officer 
later on who come up to our Battalion Headquarters. 

Q Do you know the name of that officer? A. I do not, 

Q Describe to the Court please as accurately as you can the 
nature of the wounds which these men had received? A. They 
had all been shot through the head. 

Q Can you say whether you think they had been shot in the back of 
the head or otherwise? A. I cannot say. 











Q What port of the head appeared to he the entering wound? 

A. That I cannot soy. In one case in particular the top of 

the head was off; there was no tiling left from the cyc-brora 


Q How extensive were these head wounds? A. In the majority of 
the cases they were clean wounds, hut there were one or two - I 
cannot soy exactly how many - where they had been badly shattered, 
and one case I remember in particular. 


Q Can you state positively that each and every one of the thirteen 
had a head wound? A. Yes. I can soy that .-definitely. 


Q Was there any sign of their having been wounded elsewhere than 
in the head? A. No. I cm almost definite on that; I am 
certain there were not any other signs. 


Q You state that these bodies were lined up along a hedgerow. 

With relation to that hedgerow how were the bodies arranged or 
disposed? A. Speaking generally, they had fallen in a row 
parallel to the hedge. In one or two cases they had fallen 
back into the hedge and others had fallen forward. In one or two 
coses they had spun round and fallen sideways. There were two 
detached ones lying two yards apart from the' others. 


Q All of them? A. All of them. 


Q By what means did you identify them? A. By their identity 
discs. 


Q Did you go through the pockets of these men? A. Yes, 


Q How many? A. I did not find all the pay books. I cannot tell 
you exactly how many I found. I put them an in one bundle and 
they were all handed to this Canadian Officer, but all identify 
discs were found. 


Q Who was with you at that time? A. Major Lockwood, who has 
since been killed in action. We did have someone at the gat< 
with a Sten gun because the wood had not been cleared of the 
eneny then. 


Q Did you bury these bodies on that occasion? A. Ho, we left 
it for a few days because I went back to Battalion Headquarters 
and sent in a report to Brigade to say that I thought these men 
had been shot by the eneny while they were prisoners of war. I 
postponed the burial thinking that somebody might come along to 
look into things more definitely and they were all left for, I 
think, five days, until we moved from the area, and I thought 
that before we moved we should bury them, and so we carried out 
the burial. They were left for those five days purposely in the 
hope that someone would come to examine them* 

Q I gather th<Sl that you returned four or five days later to bury 
them and to conduct the burial service? A. Yes. 


Q On that occasion did you gather any further information about 
these men in connection with matters concerned with the question 
just asked you? A. No, I cannot say that I did because we 
had made a very thorough search the first time we went there. 

We did pick up one or two odd letters and photographs; that was 
all, but nothing which helped the case at all. 

Q Was Captain Sneath with you when you came to bury the bodies? 

A. No, he was on duty. 
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Are you familiar with the unifom of the 8.S. troops? 

A. Yes, I am. 

Did you find out at any time the unit to which these men 
belonged? A. On the left sleeve bond of the soldiers was 
written "Adolf Hitler"; I think it was on the left sleeve, 
but I an not certain. 

Was that on all of the soldiers v/ho were here on the afternoon 
of 8th June? A. All those whom I noticed had "Adolf Hitler" 
on their sleeve, but many of them had rain capes on and I 
could not soy about them. I could not see what they had on 
their sleeves. 

On this afternoon of June 8th did any parties of British 
soldiers, soldiers in British unifom, arrive at the Chateau? 

A. Yes. 

How many parties of them were there? A. . First of al l, at 
11+00 hours we saw one group of three soldiers, 

Please tell the Court what became of these three soldiers in 
British uniform. Where did you. first see them? A. At 
12*00 hours I was in Mis3 Monique Level's room on the first 
floor and through the window I saw men in British unifom 
near the sycamore tree. 

What were they doing at that time? A. I saw the three 
soldiers in British unifom near the sycamore tree and they 
walked to a place beneath the sycamore tree. At this point 
ny view of them was obstructed by the tree. 

At that time ■were the German officers also under the sycamore 
tree? A. I do not know. 


Did you see then anywhere else at that time? 
not see them anywhere else. 


A. No, I did 


What did these soldiers do then? A. Then I came down to ry 
own room on the ground floor. I went out through the window and 
sat in the pathway. 

At the far side of the pathway or the near side? A. Hear the 
Chateau; on the side of the pathway towards the house. I saw 
the three soldiers in British unifom march by. 

How near did they pass to you? A. Three to four spaces. I 
could tell you exactly if I were on the spot. 

As they passed you did you notice ary mark on their unifom to 
show what unit they belonged to? A. No, I did not notice. 


Did you notice any badges on the am? 
notice anything. 

Where was Monique Level at that moment? 
next to me. 


A. No, 1 did not 
A. She was sitting 


Who was with these soldiers in British unifom? 
German soldiers. 


A. Two or three 


Were these soldiers Adolf Hitler Division soldiers; did they have 
the Adolf Hitler badge on then? A. I did not notice it at 
that tine. 


■ 


EXHIBIT No. 10. 















Q Please tell the Court what weapons, if any, the German soldiers 
had who were with these British soldiers? A. I know that they 
had firearm; if they had not had firearms I would have noticed 
it. It was a normal thing for me to see them with firearms 
and I did not pay any attention to the firearms. I noticed that 
they were armed, but I did not notice the particular kind of 
weapons. 


Q How closely behind the soldiers in British uniform did the 
German soldiers march? A. There were some in front and 
some behind; there were two or three Germans escorting them 
and they were all in single file. 


Q Did the British soldiers, as they went by, have any field 
equipment on them? A. They were wearing'boota and were 
dressed in battledress, trousers and tunic without hats. 
They had no weapons or equipment. 


Q Did you notice, as these soldiers went by, the attitude or 
• manner of the British soldiers? A. They walked without 
looking in any direction and their faces were expresionless 


Q Did you notice whether one of them was an officer? A. No, 
I did not notice. 


Q And then where did they go? A. They went along the pathway 
but I do, not know where they went because I came into the 
Chateau. 


Q How far had they gone when you went outside? 
far away, as I went in immediately. 


Q Can you tell the Court why you returned to the Chateau at that 
time? A. I am not sure why I entered the Chateau at that 
time, but I had in mind preparing some part of the Chateau as 
an air-raid shelter. 


Q Did you fbim any opinion or conclusion at that time as to what 
was to be done with these British soldiers? A. No, I did not 
form any opinion at this moment. 


Q Where did you go when you came back from the house, can you 
remember? A. I came back into the house and entered into 
the kitchen where I saw Monique. 


Q When you came in did Monique remain outside? A. Yes, 


Q Then it was later on that you saw Monique in the kitchen? 

A. Yes, but it was not very long. 

Q Did you hear any shots at about that time? A. Yes, before 
I saw Monique I heard several shots quite close to the house, 
and I did not know what it was. 


Q From what direction? A. From the back of the house. 

Q From the direction of the park? A. Yes. 

Q Will you please indicate on this sketch map the direction 
from which you thought those shots came? A. I was in the 
north wing of the Chateau and the shots came from an easterly 
direction in the paik (indicating on sketch map). 














EXHIBIT No. 10. 

Q About what hour was it that Raymond told you this ? A. I 
think it waa about four o'dock in the afternoon of that 
■as* day, but I am not quite sure. I recall that I had to 
give alcoholic stimulant to Raymond and Rene Lanoue. 

Q After you told Raymond to stay in the house did you tell 
anyone else about what he had said ? A. Monique waa with 
me when Raymond told me about this. 

Q Did you tell Rene what his son had told you ? A. I roust have 
told Rena about the shootings in order that he would keep quiet 
and with the object of preventing him free going round 
trying to see what the Germans were doing. 

Q Afterwards did you see these bodies ? . A. The next day. 

Q I have here a sketch map of the Chateau and the grounds. Will 
you please point out where you saw those bodies ? A. Along 
the hedge at this point (indicating point "X"). 

Q How many bodies were there ? A. I did not count them. 

Q Do you know approximately how many ? A, I thought there were 
thirteen. 


Q Did you see any British equipment or weapons lying around ? 

A I did not notice any of their equipment nearby, but I did 
notice that some of them were without boots. 

Q Can you tell how the bodies were placed in respect to the 
hedgerow ? A. The bodies were in a row along the hedge; 
most of than had their heads towards the hedge. 

Q Could you tell how these men had been killed ? A. They had 
been shot in the head. 


Q All of them ? A. Yes, all of them. I saw their wounds. 

Q Did you see any other wounds on them besides in the head ? 

A They may have had other wounds, but I did not notice them. 

Q At what time was this when you visited the spot ? A. On 
Friday, 9th June, about two o'olook in the afternoon with a 
British soldier. This British soldier looked closely at the 
bodies and he said they were Canadians. 

Q What grade was this soldier ? A. He was a soldier who was 
attending to wounded personnel; he had a white arm band with 
a red oross on it. 


9 Did you see any fresh blood on their faces ? A. I saw that 
their faces were covered with blood which waa not flowing. 


Q Did any German wounded soldiers oomo to the Chateau that day ? 

A Ho one oame, but we picked up one in front of the gate 
entering the West side of the Chateau. 

Q Who picked him up ? A* Monique Level, the gardener Rene 
Lanoue, the gardener's son, Raymond, another boy who I do not 
know and wysolf, This was about 10,20 at night, 

Q Was ho badly wounded T A, He had an injury to his upper arm 
and the am was fractured. A bullet had entered his left leg 
here and come out there (indicating point of entry near the hip 
and exit near the knee). 


9 Was he able to walk ? A. Ho, 

9 Did you take him Into the Chateau ? A, Yes 

















Q Did you get his name? A. Yes; we got all his identity 
papers which we gave to the English people. 

Q Did you have any conversation with him? If so, will you please 
tell the Court what that conversation was? A. We first 
thought that he was going to die, and then ho kept on talking; 
he seaned to be delirious, and os we were not sleeping I was 
listening to what he was saying. He said that he would be 
shot by the English and we as well. Then he said he had been 
in Russia for two years, that his mother would die if he died 
and he had had enough of the war. He said to us: "Why are 
you treating me? I am a German". He then said that three or 
four German Divisions wore arriving and that Audrieu would be 
retaken by the Germans in throe or four days time. He asked 
me how many kilometres it wa3 to Laigle and Evreux. The 
German told mo he wanted to go to that place on foot as he did 
not want to be taken prisoner, but he could not walk. 


Q Did he say anything more about his badges? A. Yes. He 
asked us to hide his uniform because he said if he was found 
in S. S. Uniform he would be shot. I told him that the Englis 
did not shoot their prisoners and he did not believe me. He 
told me a story which I did not understand very well. The 
story was that his Colonel had been taken prisoner bv^the 
English and wounded by the British and he later occoped from 
the British. I cannot remember the story as I heard it then. 


Q Do you know what Unit he belonged to? A. Adolf Hitler, 


Q Have you ever seen this man before? A. No, but the 

domestic help said that they recognised him and that he had 
come to the house for a drink on the afternoon of the 8th June, 


Q What became of this prisoner? A. At noon on 9th June, 1944, 
we went to the village of Audrieu and the English Red Cross 
cane and got this prisoner. 


Q Do you remember this man’s name? A. I think it was Ernst 
Ablender. 


Q When did the German troops which come here on the 8th June 
leave the Chateau? A. Around 8 or 9 o’clock on the evening 
of 8th June, 1944. 

Q Did they take their vehicles with them? A. They took some 
but thqy left a good many behind. 

Q Did the shells from the bombardment fall in the trees and in 
the area where the German vehicles had been placed? A. Yes, 
on their vehicles throughout the grounds, on an ammunition 
dump and in the field and garden at the rear. 

Q Are you sure that it fell at the same place where there was a 
lot of German ammunition? A. Yes. 


Q How could you tell this? A. The others told me and I saw 
it burning. 

Q The Germans left on the night of June 8th. Do you know when 
the Germans returned here? A. They did not go very far away, 
There were always a few left in the park. On Monday morning 
the gardener met one of the Germans here in the grounds. This 
Chateau always remained on outpost. 

Q If you were able to see any of these Germans again would you be 
able to identity them - I refer particularly to the Germans who 
escorted the prisoners past you - or any of the German officers' 


PUR L: htt ps://www.legal-tools 


loc/92f2e2/i 


















EXHIBIT Ho. 10 (FRENCH' 


LE HfflSIDIJW: Votro nan eot-il Beatrice Mario Marguerite 
Dcndniquo Delafon 7 R. Oui, o'eat oelk. 

Q Ou demeuriez-vous lo 8 juin 1944 ? R. Au chateau dfAixlrleu. 

Q Qui eat le preprintolre du chateau 7 R. lion oncle, IT. Philippe 
Level. 

Q Qui danouralt au chateau le 8 juin a part de vous-nAra ? 

R Ha tante, lime Hiilippe Level, ma cousine, Monique Level, 
Antoinette Level, qui oat ag<fe de 17 ana, nea aadea, Annie 
de Gautret, Mile Louise Durant, lo jordinier, Rene Lanoue, 
aa fame, Louise Lanoue et son file, Raymond Lanoue. 

Q Quel ftge avoz-vous 7 R. 22 ana. 

Q Y a-t-il eu des troupes <5li deo formations allemandea qui aont 
arrivtfos au chateau le 8 juin 1944 7 R. Oui, nous les avana 
vuea arriver vers nidi le 8 juin. 

Q Qu'on t-ils faient K lour arrives 7 R. Us ae aont ins tallies 
pour la bataille. I Is ont installrf* lours t£l^phonos et lours 
tentea qu*ila ont comoufldea. 

Q D'apr^s-vous ont-ils £tabli un posts de oonmandement 7 R. Oui, 
ils ont rflahli un posts de cammandement sous le sycarcre et 
o'eat lk ok lours lignea de telephones ^talent en operation. 

Q Combien d' officiers et de aoldats Pedant dans ce groups 7 

R J'ai vu trois officiers et je ne puis voua dire le nombre 
dea aoldats. Ils allaient et venalent tout le temps et je ne 
pourrais exp rimer une id^fe du nombre d'homes dans l'unitrf’. 

Q Avez-vuus remar qui* quel Aait le grade des officiers 7 R. J'ai 
prenxiSrement vu un oapitaine et j'ai aussi vu un commandant, 
mods je ne pourrais dire son grade. Les allemands parlent 
d'un oenmondmont; qui est du grade d'un capitaino et au dessus. 
Celui-oi avait la Croix de For autour de son cou et j'ai 
oonolua qu' il etait Chevalier do 1'Ordre de la Croix de Fer. 

Q Voua avez dit qu'il y avait un tnoisi&ae offioior 7 R. Oui. 

Le troisikoe &ait habill^ en noir. Je ne puis paa dire son 

grade. 

Q ftait-il habill^ en noir ok d'un bleu fono^7 R. Noir, avec 
une t§te de rnort et des os oroisks but chaque cotef* de son col. 

Q Quel sorte de chapeau portaient oes officiers 7 R. Ils 

portalent des casquettos molles avec une vlsikres dares et 1'autre 
portait une oasquette de campagne. 

Q Pouvez-vous vous rappelez ce qua les autros avalent sur lours 
cols 7 R. Je savais qu'ils ^talent des S.S., mais je n'ai pas 
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EXHIBIT Ho. 10 (HtEHCH) 


Q Etes-vous rensoign/o cur loo tomes doo troupes S.S.? 

R. Oui, jo le suio. 

Q Avoz-vous jamais ou &. quelle unit/ quo cos honiaeo appartenaient? 
R. Leo soldato avaiont un brassard our la nanoho gauche our 
laquelle /tait lnscrlt "Adolf Hitler"; je pense quo c'/tait 
our la manohe gauche, maio jo no suio pas aortaine. 

Q Est-oe quo oet incigno /tait port/ par tous les coldats qui 
/talent ici pendant l'apr&s-midi du 8 juin? R. Tous ceux quo 
j'ai remarqu/s avaiont "Adolf Hitler" our lours manchos; maio 
pluaiour d' entre eux portaiont dee djqpexu/oblos; alors je no 
poux rien dire de oe qui regards ceux-ci, Je no pouvols pas 
voir ce qu'ils avaiont sur leurs nanohea. 

Q En oet apr&a-oidl du 8 juin y a t-il eu des groupeo de soldato 
britarmiquoo, o'est-%k.-diro des soldato en tenuo britannique qui 
oont arrives au chateau? R. Oui. 

Q Combien de groupos do ceux-oi y avaiont-ilo? R. D'abord, \l 
quatorze hourso nous avons vu un groups de trois coldats. 

Q Vcuillez dire \ la court ce qu'est devaiu de ces troio coldats 
en tenuo britannique. Ou les avoz-vous vuo pour la premiers 
fois? R. A quatorze heures, j'/taio dans la chambre do Mile 
Monique Level au premier /tage at par line forfttre j'ai vu des 
hommas cn tenuo britannique prfeo du sycamore. 

Q Que faisoient-ilo V. ce notaent A? R. J'ai vu les trois ooldat3 
e n tenue britannique pris du sycamore et ilo oe cont rendus 
dano un entroit sous lo sycamore. A cet ondroit leo arbres 
obstruaient raa vuo. 

Q A ce moment lX, est-ce que leo officiers ollemands otalent 
oussi oouo le sycomozc? R. Je ne sals pao. 

Q Les avez-vouo vuo ailleur K ce moment la? R. Hon, jo ne les 
pas vus ailleur. 

Q . Qu'on fait ces coldats ensuite? R. Ensuite j'ai descendu \ ma 
chambre au roz-de-chauss/. J'ai sort! par une fonfttre et jo 
me suis assise dons le centier. 

Q Sur le cote oppos/ ou sur le c Qttf du oentier qui est le plus 
prSs du chateau? R. Pi^c du chateau, our lo cSt/ du 3entier 
le plus prfes dc la raaiscn. J'ai vu passer lec troio soldats 
en tenue britannique. 

Q A quelle distance de vous ont-ils pass/? R. Trois oti quatre 
pao. Je pourraio vous le dire e:actem*ht si j'/tais sur place. 

Q Quand ilo oont pass/s, avez-vous remarqu/ sur leur tenue des 
insigneo demontrant & quolle unit/ ils appartenaient? R. Hon 
je n'ai pas remarqu/. 

Q Avez-vous remarqu/ dec inoigneo our leurs bras? R. lion, je 
n'ai rien remarqu/. 

Q Ou /tait Monique Level ce moment? R. Elle /tait assise a cote 
de moi. 

Q Qui acconqjagnaient ces soldats en tenue britannique? R. Deux 
ou troio coldats allenondo. 

Q Est-ce que ces soldats appartenaient la division Adolf Hitler; 
portaient-ilo l'inoigno d'Adolf :Htlei? R, A ce moment li. je 
n'ai pas remarqu/. 
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EXHIBIT No. 10. (FRENCH). 

Q Avez-voua causes avoc lea soldats allenands ou lea avez-vous 
entendu parler des priaoniers britanniques ? R. Tout ce 
quo j'ai entendu dire c'e3t aeulejnent co quo jo voua ai dit, 
apropos dea couteaux, et ce que j'ai dit quo nous nous ferions 
tuer. 


Q Avez-vous vu aucun autre groupe de soldats britanniques autour 
du chateau duront cette apres-midi ? R. Oui. Juste apres 
cola, je suis montee au grenier du chateau et par la fenetre 
du c6te eat, j'ai vu dec soldats en tenue britannique qui 
traversadent la pelouse en arr^re du chateau, merchant du 
sud au nord audela de la perche. Ila me senbl^rent entrer 
dans le boia du dSte nord du champ, mais •nw orit disparu do 
ma vue loraqu'ils ont ixi au-delA du gros cSdre. Aussitot 
qu'ils disparurent, j'ai entendu des coups de feu; je lea ai 
comptds et il y avait autant de coups de feu qu'il y avait 
de soldats britanniques. J'£tais. particuliUrement attentive 
a cause de ce que Monique venalt de me dire de sea soupcons 
au sujet du traitexnent occorder au premier trois soldats 


Q Croyez-voua que les soldats que vous avez vus passer a 

travers le champ ^talent les niSmes que vous avez vus passer 
sur la route; pdurriez-vous dire ? R, Non, ils ^talent 
trop eloign^s pour me permettre de dire, 

Q Fourriez-vous dire oui ou non si ce3 soldats britanniques 
etaient nu-pied a ce moment la ? R. Non; ils £taient tre 
loin. 


Q Est-ce qu'ils avaient des casquettes ? R. Non. 

Q Savez-vous si un troisierne groupe de soldats anglais ou 
canadiens est venu au chateau ce jour la ? R. J'en a 
vu aucun vivant. 

Q En avez-vous vu mort ? R» Oui, le lendemain apres le 
dejeuner. 
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EXHIBIT No. 10. (FRENCH) . 

Comment avez-vous entendu purler pour la premiere fois de ce 
groupe ? R. D 1 abord du fils du jardinicr ot ensuite de son 
pere. 

Vous avez dit quo prenibrement vous avez apris ccla de Raymond 
Lanoue. L 1 avez-vous alor3 dit lx d' autre ? R. D'abord j'ai 
vu Raymond; sa figure ^tait tr£s bouleryersee parcc qu'il avait 
ot 6 chercher les cochons et il avait vu des chosos horribles. 

Je lui ai dit de se taire, parce que je Croyais savoir ce qu'J1 
avait vu; et parce que je savaia qu'ils avaient deja fusilles 
des canadiens et que je croyais qu'il avait vu d'autres cadavres. 
Ensuite, j'ai dit au jardinicr et a son fils de rester dans la 
maison, mais je crois qu'ils sortirent tout de meme. 

Quelle heure £tait-il quand Raymond vous a dit cela ? 

Je pense qu'Jl 4tait environ quatre heures de l'aprds-midi de 
ce meme jour, mais je n'en suis pas tout b fait certaine. Je 
me rapelle que j 1 ai du donner un stimulant d'alcool b Raymond 
et Ren^ Lanoue. 

Apres que vous avez dit a Raymond de rester dans la maison; 
en avez-vous parle & d'autres de ce qu'il vou3 avait raconte ? 
Monique £tait avec moi quand Raymond n'a racont£ ccla. 


Avez-vous dit a Renef ce que son fil3 vous avait dit ? R. J' 
du en parlerb Renf apropos des fusillades afin qu'il reate 
tranquille et pour 1'erapecher de fureter et d'essayer de voir 
ce que les allemands foisaient. 


Plus tord, est-ce que vous avez vu ccs cadavres ? 
lendemain. 


J'ai ici une carte repreaentant le chateau et le terrain qui 
l'entour. Voudriez-vous indiquer l'endroit ou vous avez vu 
les cadavres ? R. Tout le long du buisson b cet endroit 
(indiquant le point "K"). 


Cotsibien de cadavres y avait-il ? 
comptifs. 


Q Pourrlez-vous nous dire combien a peu pres ? 
qu'il y en avait treize. 


R. Je ne lea ai pas 

R. Je pensais 

Q Avez-vous des armes oti ^quipements aux olentour ? R. Je 
n'ai pas remarque s'il y avait de leurs 6‘quipements autour, 
mais j'ai remarqu^ que certains d'entre eux n'avaient pas de 
chaussures. 

Q Pouvez-vous dire coment le3 cadavres £toient places en re¬ 
lation au buisson ? R. Les cadavres ^taient ranges le long 
du buisson, la plus part ay ant leurs t§tc3 vers le buisson. 

Q Pourrie z-vous dire de quelle manic re ces homes avaient et£ 
tue's ? R. Ils avaient 6t6 fusillif dans la t8te. 

Q Tous ? R. Oui, tous, car j'ai vu leurs blessures. 

Q Avez-vous vu d'autres blessures 'a part de celles qu'ils 
avaient a la tOte ? R. 11 pouvait y en avoir, mais je 
n'en ai pas remarqu^. 

Q Quelle heure ^tait-il quand vous avez vi3it£ cette endroit ? 

R Le vendredi, 9 juin, vers deux heures de 1' apr^s-midi avec 
un soldat anglais. Ce soldat anglais exanina les cadavres 
de tibs proche et il me dit qu'ils <?taient canadiens. 










RECORD OF THE EVTnvfJHF 


SERJEANT G.H. MUiARDS 


SERJEANT G. H, MINARD6 is colled and, having "been 
duly sworn, is examined as follows 

HIE HIES IDIOT: Will you state to the Court your full name, 
number, rank and organisation ? A. George Hoy don Minards, 
2070751, Lanoe-serjeant, 289 Field Park Company, Royal Engineers, 

Q Did you have any duties to perform in the vicinity of the 
Chateau d'Audrieu on or about the 28th June, 19A1. ? A. Yes. 

Q Will you state to the Court the nature of that duty ? A* On 
the evening of the 28th two of rqy men reported to me the finding 
of the bodies of tyro Canadian soldiers in the wood. I then 
organised a search party and we scoured the wood the same 
evening and together we Ibund seven bodies, I identified them 
as far as possible and we carried on burying them the next 
morning. 

Q I will show you this sketch map of the Chateau and its grounds 
and ask you to indicate on it the area in which you found these 
bodies. A. I found two bodies at Point "G" and the 
remaining five were found across the path in this are a here. 

(The witness indicates a point North of the track or trail 
quite near thereto). 

Q Were you able to identity these bodies with respect to the 
organisation that they belonged to ? A. No, not the units, 
their specific units. I was able to identity than only as 
six Canadians and one British soldier. 


Q What was the nature of the wounds on these bodies ? A. So 
far as I can remember, six had body and head wounds and the 
British soldier was shot in the head. 


Q Will you clarity that a little bit by first describing the 

nature of the wounds of the two soldiers found near Point "G" ? 
A I cannot do it truthfully, sir. 


Q You see, your answer said that they had body and head wounds ? 
A Yes. 


<3 Can you state how many of than had head wounds which would 
have proven fatal ? A. At least five of them. 

Q Do you want to say at least five, possibly more, or would you 
rather let it stand at that ? A. I would rather let it 
stand at that. 

BRIGADIER MACKLIN: Are there, any you distinctly remember not shot 
in the head ? A. No; it would be difficult to say because 
in some cases there were some bodies which were badly decomposed. 


THE PRESIDENT: Did you find any weapons, British weapons or 
equipment near at "hand ? A. No. . 

Q Were there any British helmets ? A. No. 

Q Did you examine the pockets of these soldiers ? A. Only of 
those on whom we could not find identity discs. 

Q On how many were you able to find identity discs ? A. Four. 
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EXHIBIT Wo. 11. 

Q Then you did search the pockets of the other three for 

Identification ? A. The other three I did search, hut I did 
not find any identity discs on them. 

Q You went through their pockets ? A. Yes. 

Q Did you find anything on thenl by which you could identity them ? 
A On two of them I did. 


Q What did you find ? A. On one I found a wallet containing an 
Ontario driving licence, photographs and a letter; on the 
second one I found a small notecase containing photographs and 
also on the wrist was a silver identity disc of non-military 
pattern, civilian pattern. 

Q Was his name on this disc ? A. Yes. 

Q And number ? A. No; just the name. 

Q When did you first come into the Audrieu area ? A. I am afraid 
I cannot remember the exact date. 


Q About ? A. About a fortnight ago. 

Q How long previous to the time that you buried these men did you 
come into this area ? A. About three days. 

Q Could you form any opinion os to how long these men had been 
dead ? A. I should say, at the time, about a fortnight, sir. 

BRIGADIER TARLETON: Were any of them wearing boots ? A. Two of 
them were wearing boots. 


THE HGSIDENT; At the point where these bodies were found were 
the woods and the underbrush very dense ? A. The underbrush 
was fairly dense; it would be difficult to see them clearly fr om 
the path. 


Q Would a person passing along the path or along the edge of the 
wood have been likely to have seen these bodies ? A. No, not 
unless he was peering into the undergrowth. 

Q Did you form any opinion at that time as to how the shoes might 
have been removed from these men's feet ? A. No, I did not. 


Q Did it occur to you that it was unusual that these men should be 
without boots or shoes ? A. No, I did not think of it at the 
time. 


Q Did you complete your task, your assigned task of burying these 
soldiers ? A. Yes, I completed it on the morning of the 29th, 

Q Was there anyone present when the graves were filled in ? 

A Yes. 


Q Do you know the names of the officers ? A. Yes. Lieutenant 
R.W. Saunders, R.E., 289 Field Park Company, Royal Engineers, 
and Lieutenant P.R, Arthur, R.E., of the same unit. 

Q That was the first time that they had seen the bodies, was it ? 
A Yes. 

Q When they saw the bodies, were the bodies then wrapped in 
blankets ? A. They were. 















Q Do you think you could recognise or Identify any of these officers 
or soldiers if you over saw them again? A. I could well 
recognise the three officers and at least one of the soldiers* 


Q Did you see any soldiers in British unifom that day in the 
vicinity of the Chateau? A. Yes, I saw three. 

Q With reference to those throe British soldiers, where were you 
when you first saw than? A. In ny room. 

Q Where were they at that time? A* They were cooing out of the pa 
fran the South, going North, and came over to the Cocmnd Post* ' 

Q What did the German troops do when they arrived? A. All the 
officers gathered Behind the Chateau \7ith their naps. They 
studied the maps and were talking in German. 

Q And then what happened? A. They organised their Command Post 
under the sycamore tree and they set up telephones; armoured 
cars came in carrying wounded personnel. The troops set up 
defensive positions in the Chateau grounds. 

Q How soon after the Goman troops arrived did you see these men 
in British uniforms? A. I have no idea, hut I think it was 
approximately two hours after the first German troops arrived. 

Q Where did they set up their Command Post? A. At the sycamore tree 

Q When you first saw these British soldiers, soldiers in British 
uniform, where were they with reference to the sycamore tree? 

Can you show me on the map? A. They were coming out of the 
trees just South of the sycamore tree. 


Q After you first saw these men where did you go? 
over to the monument near the tennis court. 


Q How long did you stay near the momraenb (obelisk)? 
A. About three minutes. 


Q Did you see what was going on or what was happening at the 
sycamore tree? A. There were people going and coming from 
this Ccramnd Post and I could not see what was taking place. 
I heard nothing. 


Q Could you see the British soldiers under the tree? A. No 


Q Did you then return to the Chateairf A. Yes, I returned to 
the front of the Chateau and stood near it on the Eastern side 


Q Did anyone join you there? A. Yes; Beatrice and Annie de 
Gautret. 


Q When did you see the British soldiers the next time? A. They 
came out from under the sycamore tree and travelled along the 
pathway past the Chateau. 

Q Along the road? A. Along the pathway. 

Q Will you please show me where you were standing at that time? 
(Tte witness indicates on the sketch map Point "U").- 

q Who waa with these British soldiers at that time? A. Two 
German soldiers and one German N.C.O. 
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EXHIBIT Ho. 12. 

Were the British soldiers carrying any weapons or equipment? 
A. No, none at all. 


How were the German soldiers armed? 
revolvers and small machine guns. 


A. They had their 


Q 

Q 


How many shots did you hear? 


A. Three shots. 

A. Separate, but one 


Were the shots separate or together? 
right after the other. 

Do you know whether these were English or Canadian soldiers? 

A. I do remember that they had something blue on their sleeves. 

I was not definite about them being Canadian or British, and 
the Germans referred to them as "Tommies". 

Did you ever find out whether they were Canadians? A. No, 

I did not find out that they were Canadians. 

When the German N.C.O. and soldiers came back did they go to 
the sycamore tree? A. Yes. 

Did you see them come back? A. I saw them come back from the 
woods, and they passed in front of me, and they returned to the 
Command Post. 

Did you notice anything unusual about them as they passed by you 
returning to the Command Post? A, I do not recall anything. 

At that time what did you think had happened to the British 
soldiers? A. I wa3 sure they had been shot. 

Did any German soldiers come into the Chateau later in the day? 

A, Yes. 

Did you hear any of these German soldiers say anything that was 
connected with this incident of the three soldiers? A. There was 
a conversation I had with, the German soldiers regarding the 
cigarettes, but I do not think that applies to the three. 

pid you see any German officer at any time when these British 
soldiers were being marched away? A. I saw the colonel 
caning from the Catxnnd. Post, and the captain passed in front 
of us and we spoke to him. 

Both of them passed you? A. The colonel left the sycamore and 
went into the woods in the direction from which the prisoners 
had cane. The captain walked along the front of the house and 
spoke to us. 

3 . 


Q In which direction did they go? A. Towards the North in the 
direction of the park. They walked along the road into the park 
and as they reached the little fori: in the road the English 
soldiers started to turn left along the other fork and the Germans 
stopped them and hit them and made them continue on the road 
into the woods. 

Q How for did yew see them go along this road; did you see them 
until they entered the woods? A. 1 walked along the road 
behind them to the vicinity of the little road forte and stopped. 
Here they disappeared from ny sight. 

Q Where did you go then? A. I came back to the house. 

Q Do you know what happened to these British soldiers? A. Yes. 

I heard shots fired when I came to the house and imediately I 
saw the escort return from the woods. 

Q Where were you when you heard the shots? A. I cannot recall, 
but I was on the pathway back cf the Chateau. 
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Did you remove then? A. 
English soldiers later. 


I removed them and gave then to 3one 


BRIGADIER TARLETON: Do you remember the nano of the prisoner? 

A. I recall that hi3 name was Ernst Ubloxider, or some name 
similar to that. 

Q ’,7a3 this soldier a soldier whom you had seen before? A. This 
soldier had his noon meal in the Chateau kitchen. I do not re¬ 
call seeing this German as part of the escort to the British 
• soldiers who were shot. 
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Q Was ho the Colonel's batman? A. Ho. 

0 

Q Was he the some nan who was wounded later? A. Ho. 


Q 

Q 

Q 


Q 


Do you know v/hat soldiers he meant; did he mean the thirteen 
soldiers or the three? A. I do not know which soldiers he was 
referring to, but I would recognise the same German soldier 
again. 


Q 


Q 


How vras he wunded? A. His arm was fractured in five places 
and he had a bullet injury which had a point of entry at the 
hip and a point of exit at the fcnee. 


Q 


Q 


What did this soldier spy to you? A. He "told me about the 
English treatment of German prisoners and he asked me to put 
hin outside because the British would shoot us if they found 
him in the Chateau. He told me that a Colonel had been captured 
by the British Forces and whilst walking from the German to the 
British lines he was shot three times in the stomach. He went 
on to say that this Colonel was retaken by the Germans and is now 
believed to be in a German hospital. 


Q 


’.That unit did the soldier belong to? A. From his documents I 
seem to recall that he belonged to the 12th S. S. Adolf Hitler 
Division. 


Q 


Q 


Did you go thero to show than to this English officer? A. Yes. 


Did a German soldier come into your kitchen on tho afternoon of 
the 8th Juno about 5 o'clock? A. Yes. 

• 

What did he say to you? A, He took a round box of cigarettes 
from his pocket and he said; "Good English cigarettes. I took 
them from the prisoners and we kif-kif them" (indicating a 
throat cutting gesture). Then he 3aid; "No, not like that; it 
was with my revolver", and at this he took his revolver from his 
holster and put it back into the holster saying; "It was I who 
Wiled them". 


Did 

the 

was 

the 


any wounded German soldier come to the Chateau that dry, 

8th June? A. Yes, at 10 o'clock at night, or later, it 
getting dark and we picked a soldier up five metres outside 
gate. 


Did you bring liim into the Chateau? 
to the Chateau on a door. 


A. Yes, we carried him 


Q 


Q 


Did he lave on Adolf Hitler marking on his sleeve? 


A. Yes. 


Did he ask you to take off axy of Ms badges? A. 
to bum Ms papers and to remove all Ms insignias. 


He asked us 


Did he talk to you while he was in the Chateau? 
did all the while he was here. 


A. Yes, he 


Do you understand German? 
in German. 


A. I can make nyself understood 














EXHIBIT No. 12. 

Q What ia the meaning of the expression "Kif-Xif'? A. It is 
an expression which means to kill someone* 

Iff. COL. BLACKHURST: Did you see the German unit leave the Chateau 
grounds on the night of the 8 th June? A. Ths captain come 
to us and asked if there were any wounded men, and he then said: 
"The battle is over and we are leaving". There was firing 
going on around the Chateau and I say the Captain leave the 
house, and then I heard the troops move away in their vehicles. 

Q Do you know whether there were any British soldiers with them 
when they left or immediately before they left? A. There 
were none. 


THE PRE SIDE NT: Before this German unit went away did artillery 
shells fall into the park where their vehicles were? A. Yes, 
shells did fall in the park amongst their vehicles, and their 
ammunition dump was blown 15 ). 

Q Do you know whether any of the vehicles which they brought with 
, them were destroyed? A. Yes, some were but not all. 

Q Have you seen the destroyed vehicles which are now out in the 
park? A. Yes, I saw them before they were destroyed and 
since. They kept under cover because of the shelling and 
machine-gunning in the evening, but I saw the vehicles in the 
park and at the rear of the Chateau, 


BRIGADIER MACKLIN: Are those vehicles now mashed and destroyed 
in the park the same vehicles that belonged to the unit that was 
here on the 8 th June? A. Yes, they are the same. 

THE PRES IDIOT: Can yon tell us to whom you gave the papers which 
belonged to the wounded Germans? A. I gave sene to the 
English doctor who came to get the wounded man on the 9th June. 

I gave sane to the Intelligence Officer of the Green Howards. 

I gave 3 ome to Captain Attlee, Headquarters 15th Scottish Division, 

(The Court adjourns to the rear of the Chateau). 

Q Will you show us just where you were standing when the British 
prisoners cams by? A. When I first saw them coming from .the 
wood I was in the upper first floor window at the North-East 
comer of the building. 

Q Then when they passed you where were you? A. I was here 
(indicating second window North of the main back entrance) 
talking to Annie and Beatrice. 

Q When you walked after than how far did you go? A. Nearly 
to the little fork in the path, 

Q How far had they gone when you last saw them? A. About as 
far as the point where Lt. Col. McClain is now. (The spot 
where Lt. Col. McClain stands is a point about 80 paces East 
of the little fork in the path). 

Q Where were you standing when you heard the shots? A. I was 
about by the rose-bush a few metres from the house. 

Q Prom which direction did the sound of the shots come? A. From 
the direction of where the prisoners entered the mod. 

Q Could you show us from here about where you saw the second group 
of British prisoners corns out of the woods? A. I saw them 
beyond the pole going fran right to left across the open space. 

(The witness withdraws). 

(The Court return to the Court Roan). 
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EXHIBIT Ho. 12 (FRENCH) 


Etcs-vous alors retoumee au chateau? R. Oui, j 
retoumee devant le chateau et jo ails rost£e tout 
du raur cur le c©te act du chateau. 


Est-ce que quelqu'un voua a re joint & cet endroit? 
R, Oui, Beatrice et Annie do Gautrert, 


Quand avez-vous vu de nouveau lea 3oldats anglais? 

R. Ils sont sortie du sycamore et march&rent le long 
du sentier au-dcli du chateau. 


Le long de la route? R. Le long du sentier, 

Voulez-vou3 3'il voua plait me montrer sur la carte 
1'endroit ou voua £tiez & ce moment jl? R. (Le t^noin 
indique sur la carte 1'endroit "II"), 


Qui ^tait avec ce3 soldata anglais 5 ce moment? R. 
soldats allemanda et un so us-off icier allemand. 


Est-ce^ quo lc3 soldats anglais portaient des antes ou 
de 1' equiperaent? R. Non, ils ne portaient rien du tout 


Quelle 3 armes portaient les soldats allemanda? R. Ils 
avaient leurs revolvers et des mitraillettes. 


Dans quelle direction sont-ils all/s? R. Vers le nord 
dans la direction du pare, Ils marchlrent le long de la 
route qui conduit au pare et quand ils arrivfcremt a la 
fourche du chemin les soldats anglais voulurent toumer 
a gauche mais les soldats allemands les arret^rent et 
les frapj^rent et les firent continuer sur la route qui 
mene dans le bois. 


Jusqu' a quelle distance les avez-vou3 vus oiler le long 
de cette route; les aves-vous vus jusqu'au moment ou ils 
entrSrent dans lo bois? R. Je les ai suivis jusqu'^t. la 
fourche du chemin et lH ja me suis arret^e. iS ils dis- 
parurent de ma vue. 


Ou ^tes-vous all£e ensuite? R. Je suis revenu a la 
maison. 


Savez-vous ce qui est arriv^ a ces soldats anglais? 

R. Oui, J'ai entendu des coups de feu lorsque je res¬ 
train la maison et iram^cliatement j’ai vu L'escorte 
revenir du bois. 


Ou etiez-vous quand vous avez entendu les coups de feu? 
R, Jc ne m' eji rappelle pas au juste, mais je suivais le 
sentier derriere le chateau. 


Corabien de coups avez-vous entendu? R. Trois coups. 


Est-ce que les coup3 de feu etaient sSpares ou ensemble? 
R. S<£par£, mais l'un apr?s 1'autre. 


Savez-vous si ceux-la etaient des soldats anglai3 oU 
canadiens? R. Je me rappelle qu'ils avaient quelque 
de bleu sur leurs ranches. Je n'etait pas certaine si 
c'^tait des anglais o5 des canadiens et le3 allemands 
les appellaient par le nom "Tomny". 
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EXHIBIT No. 12 (FRENCH) 


Les avez-vous vus rcvcnir ? R. Jo lea oi vus rovcnir du 
bois at ils sent passes cn face do moi, et 11s ont rctoume 
an poato de commandment. 

Avez-vous reraarqu£ aucunc choae d' extra-ordinalre dans 
leur maniere lorsqu'ils sont passes prSa de voua on 
retoumant au poato do commandment ? R. Jo no me 
rappelle de rien. 

A co tecrp3 la qu' avez-vous pens^ de ce qu'ils leurs 
etaient arrives aux aoldata anglais ? * R. j«etaia certaine 

qu'ils avaient 6t6 fusillda. 

Eat-ce qu' il y a eu dec aoldata alloznanda qui sont vcnus 
au chateau plus tard dans la joum£e ? R, Oui. 

Avez-vous entcndu aucun de ces soldats an ramml?-. mentionner 
n'imports quoi au cujet de3 trois soldats ? R. II y 
a eu une conversation qu j'ai tenu aveo lc3 aoldata nTlmnr irln 
concernant des cigarettes, mis jc ne croi3 pas quo ceci 
s'applique a ces troi3 12 l. 


Avez-vous vu aucun officier allemand au moment ou ces 
aoldata an g lais furent amends ? R. J'ai vu le colonel 
venir du poato de commandement et lc capitaine passa 
dovont nous et nous lui avons caused. 

Tous les deux pasaerent devant vous ? R. Le colonel 
quitta le sycamore et entra dans les bois dans la direction 
d'ou etaient venus lea pzisoniers et le capitaine passa 
devant la maison et nous parla. 

Q'est-ce qu'il vous a dit ? R. II nous a dit quoi faire 
quand le bombardment commenceraitj et il nous a rien 
dit a propos dec soldats qui venaient d'etre anenees dans 
le bois. 


Sst-ce que vous l'avez vo ou entendu donner dea ordres 
oh des instructions quelquonques a l'escorte qui co nd uisait 
les piisoniers anglais ? R. Non. 

Dois-je comprendre que vous avez dit que quand les prisoniers 
marcherent le long de la route, il y avait un officier prSs 
de la petite fourche du chemin ? R. Non. 

Est-ce qu' il y a eu bataille entre les soldats anglais 
et allcmands ici tout pres du chateau cc jour la ? R. Le 
bombardment comnenca vers six houre et demie du soir et 
finit a environ dix heure mo ins vingt du coir. 

Est-ce qu'il y a eu de l'infantcrie qui se battait ici 
tout prSs du chateau ? R. Il y avait boaucoup de 
mitrailleuses qui tiraient durant la soiree aprSa la 
bombardment. Les mitrailleuses commenerent dans la demiere 
demie heure du bombardment. Jo ne crois pas qu'il y a 
eu aucune bataille dans le voisinage du chateau avant le 
bombardment. 


Les prisoniers anglais portaient-ils leurs casques et 
avaient-ils des 1 chaussurcs ? R. Ils avaient dec 
chauscures mais n'avaient rien sur la tete. 
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EXHIBIT No. 12 (FRENCH) 


Est-co qu'il y a eu un aoldat M i gm»rv^ qui eat vcnu dans la 
cuisine dans l'aprismidi du 8 juin, vora heure ? 

Oui. 


Qua voua a t'il dit ? R. H prit uno boito ronde do 
cigarettes do aa poche ot 11 dlt: "Bonne cigarettes 
anglaises.. "Je lea al enlev/ aux prison!ers et nous 
lea avons kif-ldf" (indiquant un geate de coupe-cou). 
Ensuite il dit: "Kan pasaonme cels; c'/tait avec m e n 
revolver" en mdne toape il aortit son revolver et le 
replace en diaont: "C'eat moi qui lea a tu/a". 


Savez-voua de quola aoldata il voulait parlor; voulait-il 
dire lea troiae aoldata A aeulement quo lea trois ? 

Je ne sols paa de cruela aoldata il parlait, mais je 
recennaitraia co aoldat anewarvi. 


Etait-il l'ordonance du colonel ? R. Non. 

Etait-ce le a&ao qui fut bless/ plus tard ? R. Non. 

Eat-il venu auoun aoldata allcroanda blesses au chateau 
en ce jour du 8 juin ? R. Oui, vers dlx heure du soir, 
ou plus tard, 11 connencait \ faire noir et noua avons 
ramaaae un aoldat allonand, % peu pr%a cinq riHrea en 
dehors du portail. 

Ou /tait-il bless/? R. Son bras Aait fractur/ Il cinq 
endroitB et il avait une balle qui lui /tait entree \ 
la hanche et lui a sortie prfes du genoux. 

L'avez-voua aman/ au chateau ? R. Oui, noua 1'avons 
transport/ au chateau sur une porte. 

Voua a t'il pari/ du tenqpe qu'il /tait au chateau ? 

Oui, il a pari/ tout le temps qu'il fut 1&. 

Comprenez-voua 1' all emend ? R. Je viena^i bout de me 
faire co apr endre en all emend. 

Qu'est-ce quo ce aoldat voua a dit ? R. Il me porla du 
sort que lea anglais dormaient aux prisoners all emends 
et me pria de le sortir dehors car s'il A ait trouve dans 
le chateau par les anglais noua serious fusill/a. H me 
raconta qu'un colonel avait /t/ capture par leB 
fln gi n et tout en marohant vers les lignes onglaiaes 
il flit tire trois foie dans 1* catenae. H continue a 
ms dire que ce colonel fut repria par les allema n da et 
qu'il cnjyait qu'il /tait maintenant dans un hopital 
allenand. 

A quelle unit/ ce aoldat appartenait-il ? R. D'apr%B aei 
documents je crois me rappeller qu'il appartenait ^ la 
douziime division S.S. d'Adolf. Hitler. 

Avait-il l'inaigne d'Adolf Hitler sur aa manche ? R. Oui, 

Voua a t'il doaaralez d'enlever aucune de aes insignes ? 
n noua a demand/de bruler aea papiera et d'enlever toutes 
sea insignes. 
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EXHIBIT No. 12 (FRENCH 


Q Lea avez-voua enlev/es 
ol romia V des aoldats 


BRIGADIER TARLETON: Eat—ce quo vous vi 
prisonier ? R. Je me rappelle q 
Ublender, oh un nom seablable a cel 

Q Eat-ce que ce soldat /tait un de cei 
auparavant ? R. Ce soldat /tait 
dejeuner h la cuisine du chateau. , 
1' avoir vu faiaant parti de l'eacor 
qui ont Ste fusill/s. 


Q Que veut dire 1' expression "Kif-Kif" ? R. C'est un" 
expression qui veut dire tuer quelqu'un. 

LT. COL BLACKHURST: Avoz—vous vu portir du terrain du chateau 
1'unite allemande dans la soiree du 8 juln ? R. Le 
capitaine est venu nous et il nous a demand/ s' il y avait 
des blesses et ensuite il nous dit: "La bataille eat finie 
et nous partons". On entendait des coups de feu autour 
du chateau et j'ai vu le capitaine partir de la >ifm 
et e ns ui t e j'ai entendu les troupes s'eloigner dans leurs 
voitures. 


LE PRESIDENT: Avont le depart des allanonds, est-ce qu'il y 
a eu des obus qui a ont tombeB dans le pare ou se trou- 
vaierit les voitures ? R. Oui, des obus tonb^rent flans ; 
pare pared, leurs voitures et leurs entrepot de munitions 
explosa. 

Q Savez-vous s'il y a eu de leurs voitures de d/truite ? 

R Old., quelques unes mais pas tous. 

Q Avez-voua vu les voitures d/truites qui sont a present 
dan3 le pare ? R. Oui, je les ai vu arant qu'elles 
soiejit d/truites et depuis. Dons la soiree ils se sont 
mis a l'abrie a cause du bombardement et des coups de 
mitrailleuse, mais j'ai vu les voitures dans le pare et 7L 
l'arriere du chateau. 

BRIGADIER MAC KLIN: Les voitures oui sont bris/es et detruites 
dans le pare sont-elles les mefaes qui appartenaient a 
l'unit/ qui /tait ici le 8 juin ? R. Oui, se sont les 


IE PRESIDENT: Pouvez-vous nous dire h qui vous avez rends les 
papders qui appartenaient au bless/ allemand ? R. J'ei ai 
donne au m/decin anglais qui est venu c he re her le bless/ le 
9 juin. J'en ai donne a un officier de 1'intelligence des 
Green Howards. J'en ai dorm/au capitaine Attlee, Quart i era- 
Gene ram, 15eme division /cossaise.. 

(La Court se rendit h 1'arriSre du chateau) 

Q Pourriez-vous nous indiquer au '-juste ou vou3./tiez quand 
les soldats anglais ont pass/ ? R* Qi^nd je les ai vus 
pour la premiere fois venant du bois, j'etois a la fenetre 
du premier /tage sur le coin nord e3t de laaison. 

Q Ensuite quand ils ont pass/ ou /tiez-vous ? R. J'/tais 
ici (irxdquant la deuxihne fenetre qui se trouve au nord de 
la grande porte de 1* arrihre) porlant a Annie et Beatrice. 
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Q Do you know how these soldiers arrived, that is the direction 
from which they came, and whether they come on foot or in motors? 
A» I was standing outside the window of my house and I saw these 
prisoners under escort going from South to North along a pathway 
at the back of the Chateau and they were on foot* 

Q Do you know how they azrived at the Comnand Post? A. No, I do 
not know. 

Q Will you indicate on the map just where they were when you first 
saw them? A. I saw them on the pathway on the far side of 
the tennis court. 


Q Where did they go than? A. They followed the pathway along 
in the rear of tho house, passed ny house, and they continued 
on the path toward the wood. As they approached the road fork 
they turned left and came over to an officer who was standing 
between the fbrks of the road and North-East of ny cottage. 

Q Did they march or walk toward this officer? A. They walked to 
within fifteen metres of where the German officer was standing. 

Q What did the German officer dp then? A. At this moment the 
German officer made a gesture with his arm, pointing down the 
path towards the woods. After the officer had made this gesture, 
he came over to where I was standing and he told me to go into 
the house and close the windows. I ran around into my house and 
throu^i the window I saw a German soldier strike one of the 
British prisoners in the back with his fist* 

Q Where did they go from that point onward? A. I saw then going 
along the pathway in the direction of the park and I last sighted 
them just after they entered the park, or woods. 

Q What did the German officer do after he told you to go inside? 

A. He left in the direction of the sycamore tree, that is the 
Command Post, back along the road in the rear of the Chateau. 

Q Did you see ].Qlc. Level there, in the rear of the Chateau, while 
this was going on? A. I do not know; I cannot remember seeing her, 

Q Did you notice the grade of any of the people who were escorting 
these prisoners? A. I could not recognise their rank as they 
were dressed in camouflaged clothing. 

Q Do you know what happened to these British soldiers? A. I do 
not know what happened to them, but I felt sure the Germans 
were going to shoot them. 

Q Did you hear any shots? A. I heard several shots coning from the 
direction of the park where the soldiers had gone with their escort, 

Q How soon after you last saw them did you hear these shots? 

A. Not mare than fifteen minutes. 

Q Did you see these German soldiers return? A. Ho, I did not. 

Q Did you recogiise the rank of any of the British prisoners? 

A. At this moment I could not toll whether they were British 
or Canadians. 

Q Did you notice any badges or patches of any particular colour 
on these soldiers? A. They certainly had some, tut I could 
not distinguish them from where I was. 

Q Could you say about what tine it was when this happened? 

A. I was very up 3 ert and I think it was somewhere between two 
and three o'clock on tho afternoon of the 8th June. 
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How for were you away from the bodies? 
metres from tho bodies. 


A, About four or five 


What was the condition of these soldiers? A. Thoy were dead 
and thero v/as fresh blood flowing from the wounds in their 
heads. 


Hot long did you think these men lind been dead? A, 
tell you just how long, but no more than one hour. 


I cannot 


Between the tine that you heard the allots in the woods where 
the three soldiers were and this incident, when you saw the 
bodies, did you hear ary other shots fired? A. Yes, I heard 
nnry shots. 

Hor/ soon after you heard those shots did you go to the henhouse? 
A. About one hour or perhaps less. I cannot tell you exactly 
the time that elapsed because I was very nervous. I was afraid 
that the Germans would take some revenge. 

Were thero ary German soldiers at the spot where these bodies 
were or in the near vicinity? A. There were two German 
soldiers who were searching the dead British soldiers. 

Did the Cermans have any weapons in their hands, or nearby? 

A. I did not notice, but when I saw them they were searching 
the bodies. I hurried as 1 wa3 afraid that they would do the 
same thing to me. 

Did you 3ee any other German soldiers near this place? 

A. I only saw one of them there and there was a German 
vehicle nearby. 

Did you see any British helmets or weapons or equipment lying 
around this place? A. Ho, I did not see any at all. 


Did you speak to these German soldiers? 
soon as I could. 


A. I got away as 


lad you ever seen these two German soldiers before or afterwards? 
X only saw than this time. 

Did you see ary pigs around at this time? A. I did not see 
the pigs; the pigs had been locked up previously by Raymond. 

That did you think had happened to these British soldiers? 

V. i thought that they had been shot. 


EXHIBIT Ho. 13. 


Hot/ were these prisoners dressed, with particular reference to 
their equipment and their helmets? A. They were dressed in 
battlcdrcss and were without hats. They were wearing boots 
that came halfway to their knees and they had no equipment on 
them. They wore bareheaded. 

Did you see ary other British soldiers olive or dead around tho 
Chateau in addition to the three previously referred to? A. Yos. 

Give us the time, prince and the circumstances? A. It was 
between if. 15 end 4.30. Hy son at this time told no that he had 
seen something horrible and prointed to tho direotion of the hen¬ 
house. I wished to reassure nyself of what ry son had spoken 
about and I took some feed out to the chicken house. When I 
got to the chicken house I saw tho bodies of several soldiers 
in British battledress lying on the ground in a row, starting 
at the grille around the chicken house, along the hedge towards 
the East. 
















RENE r.-ns ms LANOUE. 

LE PRESIDENT: Quel eat votre nom 7 R. Ren/ Gilbert Lamue. 

Q Ou daneurez-vous 7 R. Dane la maiaon du jardinier du 
chateau d'Audrleu. 

Q Etiez-vpua au chateau d'Audrleu ea date du 8 jtiin, 1944, 
employ/ ccnme jardinier de Mae Level ? R. Oui. 

Q Eat-ce quo rous vous gourenez d'aroir ru dea troupea 

allemandes arriver au chateau en cette date ? R. Oui, 
le matin vers 11 heure, ■ plfttot dana la matinee du 8 
juln 11 y a eu deg troupea allemandes qui aont passles fc 
travera du jardin. 

Q Au meuilleur de votre connalsaance donnez-noua un* des¬ 
cription de cea troupes; dormant le nombre d'officiers, 
de goldats et le nom de l'unitd^ si o'cat possible 7 

R On m'a dit que c'/lait dea Panzers, mala je ne croia pas 
pouvoir les identifi/ moi-mfene. 


Q 

R 


Q 

R 


A peu pr&s conibien d'officiers oi de soldats /taient-ila 7 
J'ai vu 7 ^ 8 soldats pris du nur qui eat du c&t/ nord 
du chateau et une dizaine d'autres en arrlfere du chateau; 
il y en avait d'autres dans le pare. J'ai vu deux officiers, 
l'un que je reconnaitraia, il Wait habill/ en noir. 


Savez-vous quel /tait son grade 7 
paa. 


R. Non, je ne le sals 


Avez-vous reaarqu/ quoique ce soit de spdciale \ propos de 
1' autre officier 7 R. Je ne peux paa dire quel Wait 
son grade, mala il /tait gros et il eat venu dans ma cour. 

Je ne peux pas dire son grade parce qu'il portait dea habits 
camouflles sernblable a ce qu'an appelle en France du nat/riel 
tent/ Je croia que 1'officier en noir arait un grade plus 
haut que celui dont je rous ai pari/ 

Recormaitriez-vous ces officiers si vous les revoyiez de 
nouveau ? R. Je les reconnaitraia tous les deux. 

Etcs-vous certain que vous pourriez reconnaitre celui qui 
/tait gros ? R. Je reconnaitraia le gros. 

Qu'an fait ces troupes allemandes quand elles aont arrivies 7 


En arrivpnt 
install/ un 


es a 

_ils ont /tabli un poste de commandement et ila 

une ligne de tel/phone sous le sycamore. 


Avez-voua vu arriver des soldats anglais 7 R. Oui. J'ai 
vu troia soldats britanniquea qui Woient prisoniers, venant 
de la direction du poste de commandement. 

Consent saviez-vous qu'ils /taient des prisonniers 7 
Us /taient nu-t#te et ila avaient une escorte allemande nvec 
des fusils. 

Quel sortc de fusils otl d'anaes portaient—ils 7 R. C'/tait 
des fusils. 

Etait-ce un fusil cerase celui—ci (indiquant un fus i l de 
service allemand) oil c'Aait—il des mitraillettea 7 
Tl y avait troia soldats allem en ds armds qui escortaient 
les soldats anglais. Je ne puis pas vous dire exact erne nt 
quelles armes ils portaient. 
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EXHIBIT Wo. 13. (FRENCH) 


Savez-voua comment cea soldata sant arrives, c'est-h-dire, de 
quelle direction sont-ilg venue, /tait-ce h pied A en 
voitures ? R. Je me tenuis debout en dehors de ma ferthtre 
et la j'ai ru cea prisoniers qui Aaient sous escorts, allant 
du sud au nord le long du aentier qui est en arrftxe du 
chateau, et ils etalent h pied. 

Savez-vous de quelle manftre ils sont arrives au poste de 
conraandement ? R. Non, je ne le sais pas. 

Youlez-vous indiquer sur oette oarte l'enclroit Juste ou 
tous lcs avez vus pom* las premiers fois ? 
vus sur le sentier qui se trouvo de 1*autre 

Ensuite ou sont-ils allds ? R, 
arriere de la maison; ils cot pai 
continue dans l'all£e qui jasne a) 
approchaient de la fourche de chi 
vers un off icier qui_ae trouvait 
de chemins et du 


Je les ai 
du tennis. 

.8 ont suivie l'allde, en 
sa maison, et ils ant 
m , Cosmo ils 
i, ils toumferent gauche 
debout outre la fourche 
nord-est de oa m*j «f>n . 

Q Eat-ce qu'ils marchhrent oh ollhrent-ils vers cet officier ? 

R Ils marcherent Jusqu'a peu pfts une quinzaine de nitres d'ou 
1*officier se tenait debout. 

Q Qu'a fait cet officier alors ? R. A ce moment ft 1'officier 
al l ema n d a fait un gest avec sa main, montrant la route qui 
mene au bois. Apris que l'offioier fit oe geste, il vint 
vers moi et il me dit de rentrer dans la maison et de former 
mes fer&trep. J'ai fait le tour de la maison en courant et Je 
suis rent re, et de ft, par ma fenttre, J'ai vu un soldat allemand 
frappe avec son polng dans le dos de l'un des prisoniers 
britanniques. 

Q De cet endroit ou sont-ils ally’s ? R. De ft Je les ai vus 
continuer le long de la route dans la direction du pore et Je 
les ai ape reus pour la demftre fois Juste conme ils entraient 
dons le bois oh le pare. 

Q Qu'a fait cet officier allemand apfts qu'il voua a dit de 

rentrer dans la maison ? R. H se dirlgea dons la direction 
du sycamore, e'est-i-diro le poste de cocmandement, par la 
route qui est \ 1'arriere du chateau. 

Q Avez-vous vu Mile Level ft, en arrftre du chateau, quand ceci 
se pas salt ? R. Je ne sals pcs, Je ne me rappelle pas de 
1'avoir vue. 

Q Avez-vous remarqu^ le grade d'aucun des soldats qui escort- 
aient les prisoniers ? ’ R. Je n' ai pas pu distinguer lours 
grades car ils portoient dos habits camouli6s. 

Q Savez-vous co qui est arrivif h ces soldatB a n glais ? R. Je 
ne sais pas, tna<» j'avals le presentiment que les allemands 
allaient les fusilier. 

Q Avez-vous entendu des coups de feu ? R. Oui, J'en ai 
entendu plusieurs venant de la direction du pare d'ou les 
soldats anglais venait de disparaitre ayeo lour escorte. 

Q Ccmibien de temps s'^coula entre le temps que vous les avez 
vus pour la demftre fois et les coups de feu que vous avez 
entendus ? R. Pas plus que 15 minutes. 

Q Avez—vous vu ces soldats allemands revenir ? R. Non, Je 
ne les ai pas vus. 
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EXHIBIT No. 13. (FRENCH) 


A part do co que l'officior allemand vous a dit plfttot 
dons 1 1 apres-midi, avez-vous eu d 1 autre conversation avec 
aucun des officiers oil soldats AllffmApfin durant cette 
soiree ? R. Oui. Un officier allemand eat venu me 
demander des habits civile mais je ne le lui en ai pas 
donne. 


Copnnent £tait habill/ cet officier ? R. C'^tait le 
mane officier auji. m' ordonna d' entrer dans la maiaon et 
il etait habille en noir. 


Avez-vous re marque aucune chose dans les ma-Sna des soldats 
anglais mort ? R, Je suis certain qu'un des soldats morts 
avait une photographic dans sa ma-in T 

Avez-vous vu leB alleaands mettrent leurs voiturep dans le 
bois pr^s du sycamore, oh dans cette region en gen/rale ? 

Non, je n'ai pas vu de voitures arriver dan3 le pare, mods 
plus tard je les ai vues ou elles sont h present. 

Croyez-vous que ce sont les nfemes voitures qui sont 
arriv/es la premiere journ^e ? R. Ce 3ont les nfiaaes. 


Etes-vous certain de cela ? R. 'Oui, j' en suis convaincu. 

Etes-vous cert ain ? R. Oui, ce sont exactement les nSmes 
voitures. 


Avez-vous renarque n' importe quoi sur les dnifomes des 
soldats anglais qui pourrait indiquer'a quelle unite ils 
appartenaient ? rI Non. Je n’ai pas regard/. J'ai 
sculement compt/ combien il y en avait et Je me suis 
senti tr\s 4mu. Je ne savais pas qu'ils etaient des 
canadiens. 


(Signed) RENE L&NOUE, 




•g/doc/92f2e2/ 



















EXHIBIT No. 1A . 


RECCED OP THE EVIDENCE 
Of 

M. RAYHCND MARCEL LANOUE. 


M» RAIUCND MARCEL LANCUE is called and, having 
been duly sworn, is examined as follows 

THE RESIDENT: Is your name Raymond liarcel Lanoue? A. Yes, 

Q Where do you live? A. I live at the Chateau d'Audrieu, 
Audrleu, Calvados, Prance, 

Q On the 8th June, 1944, were you employed as a gardener at the 
Chateau d'Audrieu and were you living there? A, Yes. 

Q On that date did a German unit occupy the grounds of the 

Chateau? A. About 11 o'clock in the morning on the 8th June, 
1944, German troops of an Adolf Hitler unit arrived in the 
grounds of the Chateau. 

Q Tell the Court what you know about this German unit. A. They 
had vehicles and armoured cars, arxi about 11 o'clock I saw 
three tanks amongst them. The tanks left almost immediately 
and I did not see them later. 

Q Can you tell us the number of German troops that were in the 
grounds of the Chateau; how many officers and men, 
approximately? A. I think there were approximately 
fifty officers and men in the Chateau grounds. 

Q Hew many officers were there? A. I saw only one officer 
and he was giving orders to members of the unit. 


Q 

Q 

Q 

Q 


What was that officer's rank? 
officer's rank. 


A. I did not see this 


How was he dressed? A. He was dressed in black and he was 
wearing a stiff vizor cap. 

Did this officer wear any decorations? A. Ifo, I did not 
notice any decorations. 

Did you notice any distinguishing badges or decorations on the 
officer's 3 lee vs or collar? A. I did not notice any. 

I 

Do you know the name of the unit? A. I do not know which 
unit they belonged to, but they had a small yellow triangular 
flag with a skull and crossbones on it. 

Where was this little flag carried? A. These flags were 
flown on the fenders of the vehicles. 

Did you get any information on that date as to the name of this 
unit? A. We had been told in the past during the occupation 
that vehicles with the skull and crossbones were Adolf Hitler's 
troops and when we saw this we knew they were S.S. troops. We 
were told this by the German occupation troops who were at the 
Chateau in April of this year as they had placed a flag with 
the skull and crossbones on it in the part of the Chateau thqy 
occupied, and they told us that this was the emblem of S.S. 
troops. 

To what unit did those troops who were here in April belong? 

A. They were part of a cavalry unit and had a number of horses 
with than. There was also a signal section with them, I think, 
as they had telephones. 

1 . 
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• EXHIBIT Mo. lit. 

Q Were the German soldiers inarching in the rear or in the front 
of the British soldiers ? A. There was one German soldier 
inarching in front of the British soldiers, one morchinc at the 
loft side of them and one behind. 

Q Where did they go ? A. They walked along the pathway in the 
direction of the park. 

Q Wore you still at the window of the gardener’s cottage ? 

A Yes, I was still in the window of the gardener's cottage. 

Q Did they march straight along the path or did they moke any 
turns os they marched along ? A. They walked straight along 
the pathway until they arrived in the vicinity of tfr<« rood 
fork (indicating on sketch map road fork North-East of the 
gardener's cottage). Near that point there was a German 
officer or N.C. 0. standing. As the party approached him the 
lead in g Gorman soldier started turning to his left towards the 
German officer or N.C.O., and then this German officer or N.C.O. 
gave them an order indicating with his hand in the direction of 
the pork. Then the leading German soldier kicked one of the 
prisoners with his foot. He may have struck him also but I 
only saw him kick him. They turned down the pathway towards 
the woods and continued to march along into the woods, and just 
then a German officer who was dressed in black rmpy» to the 
window of our house and told my father to go into the house 
and close the window. 


Q I call your attention to this sketch map of the Chateau and 
grounds and ask you to indicate the point where you think the 
German officer or N.C.O. was standing who gave the orders to 
the escort ? A. He was standing here (indicating Point "Z" 
on the sketch map) about 5 or 6 metres from the escort. 

Q Where were the escort and prisoners when you last saw them ? 

A I saw them for the last time at about this point, and 
then I lost sight of them. I last saw them as they were 
going down the pathway approaching the entrance to the woods. 

Q Do you know what happened to these British soldiers ? • A. After 
I last saw them I went into the drying room on the North side 
of the gardener's house and made an att e m p t to see where the 
British prisoners had been taken. There was a lapse of 
probably three to five minutes and I heard three or more shots 
fired from the direction of the park where the British 

. prisoners had been taken. 

Q What conclusion did you draw from these events ? A. I 
concluded that these British prisoners had been shot by the 
Germans. 

Q. Where did the German officer or N.C.O. go after he gave this 
direction to the escort ? A. I lost sight of him, but after 
he gave the order to the escort he came along the pathway back 
in the direction of the Chateau. 

Q Where did the officer in black go after he ordered you to close 
the window ? A. He went along at the rear of the Chateau in 
the direction of the Coroand Post which was under the sycamore 
tree. 

Q Did you see the German escort returning from the woods ? 

A No; I closed the door of the drying room and then went 
into the kitchen of the Chateau. 
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EXHIBIT No. 14. 

Q How did those British prisoners have their hands ? A. Their 
hands were behind their backs, but they were not tied. 

Q Did you hear any other rifle shots in the vicinity of the 
Chateau that afternoon ? A. No. 

Q Did you see any other British soldiers alive or dead in the 
vicinity of the Chateau that same afternoon. ? A. Yes, I 
saw some dead British soldiers at the rear of the Chateau near 
the henhouse. 


Q How did you happen to see these dead British soldiers ? A. Hy 
father went out to collect the goats that were wandering around 
the Chateau grounds and when he had locked them up he found 
that our two pigs were missing. He came and told me and I went 
out looking for the pigs. I finally located them near the hen¬ 
house. When I got near the henhouse I saw the two p-tg« 
climbing over the bodies of the dead British soldiers. There 
were two German soldiers near the bodies of these British 
soldiers and one of them had a revolver in his v»nnd r j called 
out to the German soldier: "Schwein de ret our", and the German 
soldier made a sign to me to come and get my pigs. I did not 
want to go near these dead bodies, and I again repeated ay 
request to the German soldier to send my pigs to me. He said: 
"Come here; come here; Tommies caput". He rind« a gesture with 
his revolver indicating to me by pointing his revolver a number 
of times along the hedge that they had been shot, at the some 
time saying: "Teeny, tat-tat-tat-tat". 

Q How did you get your pigs back ? A. The German soldiers, two 
or three of them, sent ny pigs back to me and when the pigs got 
near me I saw that they had blood on their snouts. I then put 
the pigs back into the pig-pen. 

Q Did you sec any British arms or equipment lying about this place ? 

A No, I did not see any of their equipment or arms near their 
bodies. 


Q Tell the Court the nature of the wounds on these British soldiers, 
A There were several, but I saw one in particular who was 

nearest to me and he had a wound in the head. There was blood 
down the side of his face. 


Q Can you describe the nature of the wounds on any of the other 
soldiers ? A. I did not notice the nature of the wounds on 
the other soldiers. 


Q About what time was it when you first saw these bodies ? A. 
was between 4*45 &nd 5 p.m. on the 8th June, 1944* 

Q I call your attention to this map and ask you to show me on it 
where you found these bodies. A. The bodies were here. 


(Witness indicates Point "X" on the mnpjl 

Q Were they near the hedge ? A. Yes, they were near the hedge. 

Q With relation to the hedge, how were the bodies lying ? A. They 
were lying on their backs. I could not notice their positions 
very well, but they were all lying on the ground near the hedge 
in a broken row with their he ads towards the hedge and their 
feet away from it. 

Q What were these two or three German soldiers doing when you 
arrived near the bodies ? A. I only saw the German soldiers 
standing near the bodies of the British soldiers. 

Q Were there any other German soldiers nearby ? A. There were 
other soldiers further away, but I only saw two or three near 
the bodies. 
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EXHIBIT No. il (irenchU 


DEPOSE DU TEMOICNA.GE . 


RAYIJCND MARCEL LANOUE. 


I£ PRESIDENT: Est-ce qua votre nan est Raymond Marcel Lanoue? 
R. Oul. 


Savez-vous lo nom de cotta unite? R. Je no sais pas a 
quelle unit^ ila appartenaient, mala ils avaiept un petit 
drapeau jaune formant un triangle sur lequel etait inprime 
la t£te de mort et des os crois/s. 

Ou portaient-ils ce petit drapeatf? R. Ces drapeaux etaient 
sur le garde-boue des voitures. 

Avez-vous eu aucun rcnseignement a prppos du nom do cette 
unit£ cn cette date? R. L'on nous avait dit dans le passe 
durant 1* occupation, quo voituros port ant la t^te de mart 
et lcs os crois^s Etaient des troupes d'Adolf Hitler, et 
alors quand nous nous le3 avons vu, nous savions que c'etait 
des S.S. Ceci nous fut dit par des troupes allemandes qui 
occupaient le chateau en avril de cette ann^e* Ils avaient 
plac/ un drapeau avec la tete de mort et les os croises 
dans la partie du chateau qu'ils'occupaient, et ils nous 
ont dit que ceci cftait 1'emblono des S.S. 

A quelle unite appartenaient ces troupes allemandes qpi 
occupaient le chateau en Avril dernier? R. Ils faisaicnt 
parti d'une unite de la cavallerie et avaient un nomibre 
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En cette date est-ce qu'une unitI alTemandw a occup^ le 
terrain du chateatf? R. Vers les onze heures du matin le 
8 juin, 1944, des troupes allemandes d'une unit£ d'Adolf 
Hitler sont arriv^es sur le terrain du chateaus 

■ • 

Dite3 a la court ce que vous savez de cette unit^ allemande? 
R. Ils avaient des voitures et des char3 blindds, et vers 
onze heures j'ai vu trois chars d'assauts parmi eux* 

Les chars d'assauts sont re part is pr^ squ' imm^diatennnt et 
je ne les ai plus revus. 


Q 


Pourriez-vous nous dire le nombre des troupes allemandes 
qui occupaient le terrain du chateau; combi en d'officiers 
et de soldats, peu pr&s? R. Je pense qu'il y avait \ 
peu prbs 50 officiers et soldats sur le terrain du chateau. 


Q 


Combien d'officiers y avait-il? R. Je n'ai vu qu'un 
officier et il donnait des ordres aux soldats. 


Q 


Q 


Comment fit ait-il habill£? R. Il etait habill^ en noir et 
port ait une casquette avec un visoir dur. 


Q 


Est-ce que cet officier portal: des decorations? R. Non, 
je n'ai pas remarqu£ aucune decoration. 


Q 


Avez-vous remarqu/ aucune insigne ou decoration our les 
mnchc3 oil sur le collet de cet officier? R. He n'en ai 
pas roraarque. 


Q 


Q 


Ou demourez-voua? R. Je demeure au chateau d'Audrieu, 
Audrieu, Calvados, France. 


Endate du 8 juin, 19LL, ^tiez—vous employe comma jardinier 
au chateau d'Audrieu et demeuriez—vous 1*? R. Oui. 


Q 


Q 


Quel etait le grado de cet officier? 
son grade. 


R. Je na'i pas vu 
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EXHIBIT No. M. framra) . 


do chevaux avec oux. Jo crois qu'ils avaient uno section 
do signalleurs parce qu'ils avaient des telephones. 


BRIGADIER TARLETQl: Quelle Aait la grosseur des a hers 
d'assauts quo voub avec vus en ce natin du 8 Juirf? 

R, He rfai pas vu bomacoup do chars d'assauts alleannls 
nais Jo crois qu'ils ctaient d'une groEseur moy^nno• 

I£ ERESIDENT: Si vous revoyioz l'officier qtdL 6tait habill^ 
en noir, est-ce quo vous le reoonmitriez aveo certitude? 

R. Si Je le revoyais encore Je reconnaitrais oertainement 
sa figure. 

Q Reconnaitriez-vous aucun das oous-offioiers o& soldats 
allemands que vous avoz vu id le 8 Juin? R. Non. Us 
portaient tous des habits coaouflEs at Je ne peux pas 
dire quel etait leurs grades. 

Q II y avait-il une section da signal leurs aveo cob troupos 
allemandes qtd sont arrives ioi le 8 Juin? R. Non Je 
n'ai pas vu une section de signalleurs, tout ce qua J'ai 
vu c'esrt que des soldats allamands installaient das lignas 
de telephone. 

Q Avez-vous vus des soldats en uniforms britaxmique au 
chateau en date du 8 Juin? R. Oui. 

Q Vera quelle heure? R. Je n'ai pas remarqu^ l'heure, nais 
o'etait de bonne heure dans l'apres-midi. 

Q Combi en y avait-il de ces soldats? R. J'ai vu premierement, 
trois soldats en tenue britanniqus. 

Q Ou les avez-vous vus pour la premiere fois? R. Derrl&ro 
le chateau en face d'une fen#tre de la naiBon du Jardinier 
ou Je demeure. 

Q Cement Otaient habillEs ces trois soldats? Avaient-ils 
des casques, des chaussure8 oh des equipementa sur oux? 

R. 11s avaient des chauscures, culottes et gilets semblable 
a ceux que portent ceux-lS (indiquant 1'habit que portait 
les stenos). 

Q Avaient-ils des casques? R. Ils Otaient tous nu-t#te. 

Q Portaient-ils des amos op. des Equipements quelconque? 

R. Ils n'avaient pas d' equipements ni d'armes. 

Q Qui accompagnait ces trois soldats an g lais ? R. Trois 
soldats allemands ayant des habits camoufles. 

Q Avez-vous remarqu/ leurs grades? R. Non. 

Q Y en avait-il un qui semblait commander? R. Non Je ne le 
crois pas. 

Q Que faisaient ces trois soldats allemands et les trois 

soldats anglais quand vous les aves vus? R. Ils marohaient 
dans l'allde qui mens au pare. 

Q Est-ce que le 3 soldats allemands avaient de3 armes? 

R. Chacun avait un fusil. 

Q Pourriez-vous nous dire quel sorte de fusil; c'est-5.-dire 
est-ce que c'Elait des fusils ordinaires o?l semblable a 
des mitrailleuses? R. C'^tait des fusils ordinaires qui 
Etaient suspendus S leur epaule comme ceux-li (montrant 
un fusil allemand). 













EXHIBIT No. 14 (FRIHCI l). 


Q Pourrioz-vous nouo decrire la nature dss blessuros d'au- 
cun autre soldat anglaisff R. Je n'ai paa rctnrque quell 
sorteo de blessures qu'avaient Iob autreo aoldata. 

Q Environ a quelle houre avez-vous prentiSreinerrt vu oea ca- 
davrea? R. C'etait a peu pi4s ontre 4.45 et 5 heure en 
date du 8 juin 1944. 

Q Je tiro votre attention our cette oarte et je vous demande 
do me moijtrer l'endroit ou vous avez trouve ces cadavros? 
R. Ils etaient 15 (le tmoin indique l'endroit "K" cur la 
carte). 

Q etaient-ils pres du buisson? R. Oui, ila etaient pr^c di 
buisson. 


Q En relation au buisson, comment gisait lec cadavros? 

R. lie etaient etendu our lo dos. Je no pouvais paa re— 
mrque lours positions tree bien, mais ils Etaient touc 
etendu par torre par ci par la, ayant levirs tcte 3 pr5s du 
buisson et leurs pieds ^loign^s du buisson* 

Q Que foisaient ces deux oYtrois soldat c all emends quand 
vous ates arrive pr&s des cadavres? R. J'al vu seulemeut 
les soldats allemands debout pr5s des cadavres dec coldats 
anglais. 

Q Y avait-il d'autres soldats aliensnds tout prSs? R. Il < 
avait d'autres soldats allecnnds un peu plus loin raais je 
n'ai vu que ces deux o5 trois soldats allemands pres des 
cadavres. 


Q Avez-vous remarque si les chauscures ou souliers avaient 
ote enlcve3 des cadavres de ces soldats? R. Hon, je n'ai 
pas remarque cela. 

Q A peu pros cambien do soldats anglais mort y avait-il a ce 
temps l5? R. II y en avait au noins une dizaine. 

BRIGADIER TARLETGH: Pourriez-vous identifier aucun de ces 
soldats allemands? R. lion, je ne poux pas les identifier. 

Q Avez-vous renarqu^ 3i ces soldats anglais mort tenaient 
quelque chose dans leurs mains? R. Non, je n'ai rien 
rernrqu^. 

LE PRESIDENT: Est-ce que ces deux o5 trois allemands portaient 
le m&oe genre d' habit que ceux qui Etaient aux alontours du 
chateau a ce terap3 1&? R. Ils Etaient habillc3 de la r.5me 
nani^re et appartenaient a la meme formation qui (Ttait cur 
le terrain du chateau £ ce moment 15. 


Q Avez-vom revu ce3 deux menes soldats? R. Hon, je ne lo; 
ai pas revus, 

Q Ou etes-vous alle" apres que vous avez laisse cot endroit? 
R. Je cui3 revenu dans la cuisine du chateau. 


Q Avez-vous raconte a d'autres ce que vous veniez do voir? 

R. Je l'ai raconte a lilies Beatrice Dclafan, Monique et 
Antoinette Level. 

Q En avez-vous parl«T a votre p5ro? R. Je n'ai pas dit 5 man 
pbre ce que je venais de voir, mais je lui ai dit quo je, 
venais de voir imo chose horrible. Avant do voir non pcre, 
les demoiselles m'ont dit de ne rien raconter a personae 
ce que je venais de voir. 


>rg/doc/92f2c2, 













Q Est-ce que plus tard vous avec vu des soldats allsnmds 
dans la cuisine? R. Jo suis rest* dans la cuisine onviroi 
20 minutes et je n'ai pas vu aucun soldats an»nnnfl« 
durant ce tenps la. 

Q En avez-vous vu plus tard dans la joumSo? R. Ron. 

Q Y a t'il eu bat ail le entre soldats anglais et 

autour du chateau ce jour 1A? R. H n 'y arait pas su 
aucune bataille autour du chateau jusqu'a oe tenps iX; 
toutefois, le bomber dement oocmenja vers les 6 heure du 
soir et a ma connaissanoe tout ce qui est arriv/ o'est 
1'explosion d'un entreoot de munition et qua les voitures 
des allemands a l'arriXre du ohateau /taient en feu durant 
le bombardment. Je ne crois pas quo les soldats anglais 
et allemands se soient battus dans le voislnage du ohateau, 

Q Est-ce que les voitures d/truites, qui sent & present ma¬ 
le terrain du chateau sent les voitures de l'unit/ qui est 
venu s'installer sur le torrpin du chateau en date du 8 
juin vers midi? R. Se sont les manes voitures* 


Q Avez-vous vu des soldats allemands dans le chateau dans 
l'apres-midi du 8 juin avant d'avoir trouv/ les cadavres 
pres du poulailler? R. Oui. H y en a eu plusieur qui 
sont venus dans la cuisine du chateau pour obtenir des 
oeufs et chauffer de la nourriture. 


Q Avez-vous eu aucune conversation aveo ces soldats dans la 
cuisine? R. Un soldat allemand se tenait debout dans la 
suisine du chateau et il avait un voire de cidre pzXs de 
lui. II avait une cigarette dans sa main et l'a mise 
dans sa bouche. II prlt une pouffee, la sortie de sa 
bouche; la regardant il dit "Tommy cigarette Gut". II dit 
en suite "Tcraqy kaput", faisant aveo son outre main un 
geste de coupe-cou. 

Q Est-ce que cepi /tait avant ou apr&s que les trois soldats 
furent ammen/s dans le paro? R. Apras avoir entendu les 
coups de feu je suis all/ i la cuisine. Pendant que j’/- 
tais dans la cuisine ces soldats allemands vinrent. C' /- 
tait environ 15 minutes aprXs que les soldats allemands 
avaient arrmenes les soldats anglais dans le bois. 

9 Ces soldats dont vous venez de parlor, ^tait-ce l'un d' eux 
qui vous par la a prqpos des cigarettes onglaises? R. Oui, 
il y a eu plusieur soldats allemands qui vinrent a la cui¬ 
sine. Il y en a qui sont partis, mais l'un d*eux resta en 
arriXra et e'est celui-lX qui fit le geste et qui avait la 
cigarette dans sa bouche. 

Q Saves-vous a quel heure cette unit/ olleraande, qui s'ins¬ 
talls au chateau le 8 juin quitta les lieuxS R. Je crois 
qu'ils sont partis vers les 9 heure du soir mais je ne les 
ad. pas vu partir. Quand jo me suis lave le mendemain je 
me suis apercu qu'ils /talent partis. 

Q Avez-vous visit/ les entourages de lour poste de conxnande- 
merrt le lendemain? R. Le lendemain je suis all/ au poste 
de ccmmandenent avec des troupes anglaise. 

Q Est-ce que les voitures d/truites, qui sont a pr/sent dans 
le bois, etaient iX le matin du 9 juin? R. Ces voitures 
/taient la depuis le matin du 9 juin. 

(Le tlraoin se retira). 


(Signed) LAHOUE RAYLICND 
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Q You stated that someone had told you that there were bodies of 
prisoners lying near the Chateau? A. Ye 3 . 

Q Who told you this; can you recall? A. Well, the first 
persons to tell me this were nonbers of the Unit. 


Q Anyone else? A. And then the girl. I introduced then to 
the girl and she mentioned the name "Canadians" too. She had 
been up to see them. 


Q Prom the general appearance and lay-out at Paint "K", could you 
on the basis of your crrm deductions form any opinion as to the 
manner in which these men had net their deaths? A. I formed 
the opinion that they had been standing in a row and were then 
shot. The appearance of the scene bore out the story that the 
girl told me. Supporting this, there was the fact that the men 
were in a row close together, with just two feet between each 
of them. They were close to the hedge and some of them were 
so close as to have their heads propped up against the hedge. 
There were no weapons or signs of fighting. They had not got 
their webbing on and some of them had no boots on. 

Q What action did you take after you had viewed the bodies? 

A. I informed the Padre of the Dorsets and suggested that he 
take a party to bury than, and to remove their identity discs 
so that he could send in burial returns, but unfortunately he 
was too busy and the situation was rather confused in the area.' 
He never had time to effect the burial. I put in a report, I 
think it was about the 12th or 13th June, when I returned, to 
the A.D.1LS. from the Dorsets. I put a report in when I got 
back. 

(The witness withdraws). 
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RECORD CF THE EVIDENCE 


CAPTAIN F.R. POTJAWn 


CAPTAIN FRANK REGINALD PQTJAPn i B ml lH 
ani, having "been duly sworn, is examined 
as follows:- 


THE ERESID3JT: State your rank, name and organisation. 

A. Captain Prank Reginald Pollard, Ho.185393, 70 Special 
Investigation Section, C.W.P., attached Headquarters, 

2nd Army. 

Q Have you been engiged in any investigations in connection with 
the case now under enquiry by this Court? A. Yes. 

Q In the course of that investigation did you find any empty 
German rifle cartridge cases? A. Ye 3 . I found two cartridgi 
cases on the 7th July, 1944, now in the envelope produced and 
marked Exhibit " 16 A". 


Q Please indicate on this map of the Chateau aid grounds tbs loca¬ 
tion in which you found these cartridge cases? A. I found one > 
cartridge case on the footpath opposite the point marked "A" on the 
sketch and one opposite the point marked "B" on the sketch. I also 
found two further empty cartridge cases alongside the points "E" and 
"P" on the sketch on the edge of the footpath. These cartridge cases 
are in the envelope produced and marked Exhibit "l 6 B". 

Q Will you describe to the Court the nature of these cartridge 
cases? A. These cartridge cases, from tests which I have 
personally made, will fit a German service rifle, automatic 
rifle, long-barrelled rifle, and light machine-gun. I submit 
to ycu herewith two live rounds of like ammunition which I have 
removed from stores of captured German materials. These live 
rounds are in the envelope now produced and marked Exhibit "l 6 C". 

Q Do you know whether any additional entity cartridge cases were 
found in the vicinity of these points? A. Yes. On the 11th 
July, 1944, I accompanied this Court to the vicinity of Points 
"A" "B" and "C" and four further empty German cartridge cases 
were picked up by Members of this Court in the pathway adjacent 
to Points "A” and "B". 


Q How did you happen to find the cartridge cases which you picked 
up near Points "E” and "F“? A. I carried out an experiment with 
a German rifle in the following manner: R.S.U. Hopps pointed 
out to me the exact position in which these two bodies were 
found, the imprints of which were clearly upon the ground. I 
stood in the path opposite the point where R.S.U. Hopps said 
the feet of these bodies were. I pointed the rifle at the 
direction in which the bodies were found and worked the bolt of 
the rifle to determine the direction of the empty cartridge 
cases ejection. I then looked down into the grass at the 
right-hand side of the place where the bodies had been and 
• immediately on the edge of the path I found in the long grass 
the two empty cartridge cases in the envelope narked 
Exhibit "16B". 

(The witness withdraws). 
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Do you know wliat this ±3 1 A. I cannot say. 

I show you another bundle of documents (marked Exhibit "lOD") 
and ask you wliore you found them,. A. I fouM these under 
a small evergreen bush just near the small armoured radio 
car., 


I show you another bundle of documents (marked Exhibit "18E") 
Where did you find that ? A 0 This is a bundle of ten or 
twelve letters and one postcard, all addressed to Unter 
Sturfherer Schonk. 


Where did you find these documents ? A. At the pin™ 
where I found the letters addressed to Ansengruber. 

Hero is a document (marked Exhibit "18?"). Do you recall where 
you found it ? A. I found it at the sane place where I found 
the letters addressed to Schenk. 


Do you know what this document is ? Ao No. I do not think 
it is an official document; it appears to me to be written by 
one individual,. 


Here is a bundle consisting of two documents (marked Exhibit 
"l8G")o A. I also found these at the same place where I 
found the letters addressed to Ansengruber„ 

Do you know what they are ? A. They appear to be vehicle 
books (similar to our log books ) appertaining to vehicle 
number 932559 « 


Can you give the Court the numbers of the destroyed Geman 
vehicles ? A.. Yes, all of them but two, which were badly 

wrecked. 


Jdease read the numbers to the Court c A. Number 1; 

55.934530., a tracked reconnaissance vehicle. Humber 2: 

SS.934743 a a tracked reconnaissance vehicle. Number 3: 

55.. 936217j a- ?iat four seater sedan. Humber A: SS.934576 
a light armoured fighting vehicle with radio equipment- „ 
Number 5: SS.. 934574s a light armoured fitting vehicle 
with radio equipment. 


(The witness withdraws) 


PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/92f2e2/1 






RECORD OF TIIE EVID3ICE 


CAFT. J. DQRUQPP 


CAPTAIN JACK BCENQFF is called and, 

having been duly sworn, is examined as follows:- 

THE PRESIDENT: State to the Court ycur rank, name and organisation. 

A Captain Jack Dornoff, Ho, 145353, Intelligence Officer at Head¬ 
quarters Second Amy. 

Q In the course of your duties as an Intelligence Officer have you 
made a special study of the organisation and usages of the German 


How extensive has been this study ? A. I have done all the 
usual courses which an Intelligence officer does in England: the 
War Intelligence Course at Llatlook, the Cambridge Intelligence 
Course where I have been an instructor, and I have been studying 
the German Amy as an Intelligence officer 3ince 1942. I have 
been an Intelligence Officer at Second Amy, specialising in 
German order of battle since the inception of the Second Amy. 

% 

In the course of your duties have you been engaged in and 
around the Cliateau d'Audrieu within the last two weeks ? 

I have. 


With what object in view ? A. With the object of determining 
fraa evidence on the spot what German unit occupied the grounds 
of the Chateau on or about the 8th June, 191*4. 

As a result of that investigation have you arrived at any con¬ 
clusion ? A. Yes. 


Will you state that conclusion ? A. My conclusion is that 
it is likely that Headquarters of the 12th S.S. Reconnaissance 
Battalion, which is the reconnaissance unit of the 12th S.S. 
Panzer Division, "Hitler Jugend", was set up in the grounds of 
the Chateau d'Audrieu on or about the 8th June, 1944« It 
probably included Headquarter Ccqpaiy, but the only unit which 
I can identify with certainty is the Signals Platoon of the 
Headquarter Company. 

Will you state to the Court the nature of the evidence on which 
you base thi3 conclusion ? A. In the first place, from 
documents found on the spot; in the second place frcra statements 
by civilians. 

Will you describe briefly the nature of the documents on which 
you base this conclusion ? A. In the first place, some Signal 
Message Forms which were filled in on the 6th Hay and which 
belonged to a wireless section of the Signals Platoon in Head¬ 
quarter Company of 12th S.S. Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion. 

I show you thi3 bundle of documents (marked Exhibit "18A") and 
ask you if they are the forms to which you refer ? A. Ye3, 
that is correct. Secondly, a bundle of letters addressed to 
Untor Stumfuhrer (Second Lieutenant) Schenk, Field Post Number 
57824. This is the Field Post Number of the 12th S.S. Signals 
Battalion but Schenk is known from our previous records to be 
Officer Casnanding, Signals Platoon, of Headquarter Company, 

12th S.S. Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion- 


















EXHIBIT No. 1 

know that ouch orders wero given, not necessarily “by the 
Rmzer Division hut by the 26th S.S. Rmzer Grenadier 
Regiment. We have captured an order to destroy the 

viUage of Broay, on or about the 15th. It was particularly 
stated that it should be destroyed according to Russian 
methods. 


Q Was there anything about vehicles, or was it just villages? 

A. It was about the destruction of villages. 

Q Scorched earth, really? A. Yes, but I do not know that it is 
common practice that if any vehicle is likely to fall into 
enemy hands an attempt should be made to destroy it. 

Q What units of the Panzer Regiment or Reconnaissance Regiment 
carried any apparatus to put this into effect? Would they • 
be carrying flame throwers? A. In theory, yes, but I 
cannot give you an actual example. 

<3 Would it be normal to carry flame throwers? A. Not for 
that purpose. It would be for the destruction of vehicles 
more normal to carry a anall charge to destroy them. 

THE IRES IDEM?: Do you know whether it is a conmon practice 
for members of Rmzer Reconnaissance units to wear so-called 
camouflage suits? A. I can say it this way: the only 
members of S.S.' Division who do not wear them are Tank 
Regiments. 


, COL. BLA.CKHURST: Can you give us the normal War Establish¬ 
ment of a Headquarter Company of the 12th S.S. Reconnaissance 
Regiment? It is the numbers I am really getting at • Can 
you give us the number of officers and other ranks in tM« 
regiment? A. 100 personnel, 36 vehicles and 14 motor¬ 
cycles. 


Q Were the units operating in this area in any way up to 
strength? A. I think it is very likely they were. At 
this time it was D plus 2 and the sub-units had been engaged 
on a wide front as i3 normal with a Reconnaissance battalion; 
hut there was no reason on that date for the Headquarter 
Conpany to be engaged in action. 


. COL. BIACKHURST: Do the soldiers of that unit wear the words 
"Adolf Hitler" on their tunic sleeve? A. The only soldiers 
who would wear the Adolf Hitler armband are those transferred 
from the Adolf Hitler Division. It is known that many officers 
and H.C.Os. in the 12th S.S. Division have in fact been trans¬ 
ferred from the Adolf Hitler Division. 


THE IRESIDHIT: In addition to the documents which you have 
produced, have you any other reason for believing that the 
12th S.S. Panzer Reconnaissance Battalion was in the area of 
the Chateau on or about the 8th June? A. The answer to 
that is that civilians have stated to me that the cars which 
I saw in the grounds of the Chateau arrived on the morning 
of the 8th June. 

LT. CQL. BIACKHURST: You examined all the vehicles present in the 
wood at the Chateau d'Audrieu. What opinion did you form from 
the view of those vehicles as a whole? A. That the type of 
vehicles which I saw in the wood could not have belonged to any 
other unit but the 12th S.S. Ihnzer Reconnaissance Battalion, cd 
there is only one in the 12th S.S. Panzer Division. My reasons 
stating this ore that the cluster of vehicles included two four 1 
wheeled light armoured cars equipped with wireless, which are 
normally to be found only in a Purser Reconnaissance Battalion. 

(The witness withdraws). 













BOH HIT No. 20 


RECORD OF TH 


iyiDflJCE 


L. A.F. LHSgGHEJH 


L30N ALBFRT FRANCOIS LBSiJGNFUR is called and, having 
been duly sworn, is examined as follows:- ^ 

Q What is your name ? A. Leon Albert Francois Leseigneur. 

Q Where do you livo ? A. Forme du Chateau d 1 Audrieu, Audrieu, 
Calvados. France, 1 


Q What is your occupation ? A. I am a farmer, 

Q V/hat is your age ? A. 32. 

Q Were you in tho vicinity of the Chateau d'Audrieu on the after¬ 
noon of the 8th June, 1944 ? A. Yes. I did not leave the 
Chateau grounds that afternoon, 

Q Did you see any soldiers in British uniform in the vicinity of 
this Chateau that afternoon ? A. Yes, I saw than about 4,30 
or 5 o'clock in tho afternoon. 


Q I show you this map of the Chateau and its grounds and ask 
you if you can Bhow me where you saw these soldiers in British 
uniform ? A, I saw them here (indicating point K, on the map) 

Q How many of these British soldiers were there ? A, I did 
not count them as I walked by, but I think there wore a group 
of ten. 


Q What were these British soldiers doing when you saw them ? 

A, Two of those British soldiers were lying on the ground 
resting on thoir elbows and the remainder were in a group 
speaking together. 

Q Wero all of these British soldiers alive at that time, so far 
as you could soe ? A. Yes, thoy were all alive. 

Q Just whore were you when you saw them ? A. I was walking 
along the rood to rear of them in an Easterly dirootionj the 
road passes alongside the hedge. I was about four or five 
metres from them. There is the roadway, then a ditoh, and then 
the hedge. I was walking along the road, 'Ihe soldiers were 
on tho other side of the hodgo. 

Q Did you notice whether these British soldiers had any arms or 
equipment ? A, They had no arms or equipment with them and 
their tunios were unbuttoned and hanging loosely from their 
bodies. 


Q Were there any German soldiers nearby ? A, There were many 
German soldiers about three or four metres from them. 

Q Were these German soldiers armed ? A. They were all armed, 
some with rifles and others wore carrying small machine guns. 

Q Did you notice whether there were any German officers or non¬ 
commissioned officers there ? A, There wore officers and 
non-commissioned officers standing near this group of British 
soldiors and they were giving orders and carrying out what 
appeared to be their normal duties. 














DEPOSE DU TEMOIGKAGE 


ADBEIff FRANCOIS TJlSETrorrrrp 


LE HffiSIDEtrP: 
Leseigneur, 


ion Albert Francois 


Q Ou demeurez-vous? R 
Calvados, France, 


Fenne du chateau d'Audrieu, Audrieu, 


Q Quel est votre occupation? R, Je suis un cultivateur. 

Q Quol est votro $gs? R. 32 ana, 

Q ^tiez-vous dans le voisinage du chateau d'Audrieu dans 

l'apres-midi du 8 juin, 19W? R. Oui. je n'ai pas quitt/ 
• le terrain du chateau cette aprds-raidi la. 


Q Avez-vou3 vu des soldats en uniforme britannique dans le 
voisinage de ce chateau en ce riftae apr^s-tnidi? R, Oui je 
les ai vus vers 4.30 dll 5 heure de l'apr^s-midi. 

Q Je vous raontre cette carte qui represents le chateau et 
ses environs, et je vous demands si voud pouvez me montrer 
l'endroit ou vous avez vu cos soldats en uniforme 
britannique? R, Je les ai vus la (indiquont la place "K" 


Q Ccmbien de ces soldats anglais v avait-il? R, Comn» je 
marchais je ne les ai pas conptM, mais je crois qu'il y 
avait un groups de dix. 

Q Qua falsa!ent ces soldats anglais quand vous les avez vus? 
R. Deux d'entre eux eta! ent couches par ter re se raposant 
sur leurs coudres et les autres ataient dans un groups se 
parlant ensemble. 
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EXHIBIT No. 20 (IRBIQH). 


Vouo ^tea certain, n'ost-co pas qu'il y avait das officiers 
et des sous-officiers allemands X ce moment lX pr Xa 
du groupe de soldats anglais? R. ’ Oui, je suis certain. 

Qu'avex-vous pens/ X ce moment ll de la situation en ce 
qui regarde ces soldats anglais? R. CeB soldats anglais 
ra’on seroble d'etre soils garde, enfin des prisoniers. 

- * / f 

Avez-vous remarque aucune marques quelconque sur leurs 

manche3 ou quelque chose de semblable? R. Je n'en ai pas 
remarque le 8 juin, mais je les ai vues quand je suis re- 
toume le lendemain matin. 


Ou etes vou3 all/«prXs que vous avez vu ces soldats anglais? 
R. Je suis alls a peu prfes a 100 cfm;res plus loin vers 
l'est sur le chemin et j' ai change mon taureau de place 
dans le paturage et je m' en suis revenu marchant dans une 
direction ouest dans un champ tout prls de ma feme. 


Ou est votre ferme? R. Ua feme est a peu piXs 75 metres 
a 1'ouest du poulailler. 


Avez-vous entendu, X ce moment let, des coups de feu 
le voisinaga? R. Oui. 


De quelle direction vous a t'il sembl/ que venaient ces 
coups de feu? R. Ils m'ont sembl/ tres proche de moi flxna 
la direotian du poulailler. 


Ou etie^-vous quand vous avez entendu ces coups de feU? 
R. J'CTais dans un paturage a peu pres A0 metres du 
poulailler. . 


A peu pnJs oombien de coiqjs de feu avez-vous entendu? 

R. J'ai entendu 10 coups, sois d'un fusil o5 d'un revolver, 
et aussi des coups de mitrailleuse vonant de la seme place. 


Avez-vous form/ aucune opinion de ce qui se passait A? 

R. J'ai trouve cela trXs /traps® d'entendre des coups do 
feu venant d'ou je venai3 juste de quitter. 


Fourquoi avez-vous trowr/ cela /trange? R. J'ai trouv/ 
cela /trange parce qu'en m&e temps il y avait des avions 
anglaises qui survollaient mais qui ne tiraient pao. 


^st-ce que ca se battait entre soldats anglais et alle m a n ds 
a ce moment lX dans les environs du chateau? R. Non, il 
n'y avait pas d'anglais et d'allemands qui se battaient 
avait que le barrage commence vers les 7 heure du soir, 
quand les troupes anglaise attaquerent. 


Avez-vous retourn/ dan3 le voisinage du pou laill er aprXs 
ceci? R. Je suis retoum/dans le voisinage du po u l ail ler 
le lendemain vers les 8.30 heure. 


Dans quelle position etaient /tendus ces soldats anglais? 

R. XI s Ztaient etendus a vac leurs tetes vers le c hemin et les 
pieds allant de 1'autre cSte. 

Est-ce que vous vous ute 3 approch/ tres pr?s d'erne? R» J® 
suis all/ jusqu'a l'espace qu'il y a dans la haie. J'etais 
J peu prXs 50 centimetres des carps des hommes. 


Ou'avez-vous vu la? R. 
etendu mort par terre. 


J'ai vu tous les soldats anglais 












EXHIBIT Mo. 21 

Q Do you know what his rank was? A. I cannot tell you. 

Q Would you recognise this officer if you saw him again? 

A. Yes, I might recognise him. 

Q Was anyone with you when you saw these British soldiers? 

A. l.for employer, M. Leaeigneur. 

Q What did you think these British soldiers were doing there? ’ 

A. I thought that they were prisoners. 

Q Why? A. Because they were dressed in British uniform and 
they were surrounded by Germans. 

Q Where did you go after you saw these British soldiers? 

A. We went along the road eastward and moved the stake to 
which the bull was tied and we turned westward in the direction 
of the firm; about five minutes or ten minutes later we heard 
several shots. 


Q Can you say about how many shots? A. It is difficult to 
say how many shots I heard but there were machine-gun shots 
amongst them 0 


Q Hew did you know they were machine-gun shots? A. Because 
a machine-gun mokes more noise and fires faster than a rifle 


Q Where did this sound come from? A. I thought that the shots 
came from the directiai of the place where I had seen these 
soldiers standing. 


Q What did you do after you heard the shots? A. In about five 
minutes a German officer and two or three soldiers name to 
the farm and made me carry a ladder along the road eastward. 
As I passed the henhouse I noticed that the British soldiers 
whom I had seen were no longer standing there. 

Q Did you ever return to this place near the henhouse where the 
British soldiers had been? A. I returned to this place the 
next morning about 9-50 or 10 o'clock in conmany with 
Raymond Lanoue. 


Q What did you see there? A. I saw thirteen dead Briti£h 
soldiers lying along the hedge,, 

Q Did you notice any badges on their uniforms or on their aims? 

A. They had marks on their uniforms "Canada". 

Q Did you notice how these soldiers had been wounded? A. Seme 
had been shot through the mouth, some had been shot through the 
head and I did not notice how the others had been shot. 


Q Did you ever see the German officer who wore the black uniform 
agiin? A. Yes, I later saw this German officer dressed in 
black when I carried a ladder for the other German officer 
along the road eastward. He ms alighting from a French 
civilian vehicle which he later put in Mae. Level's garage. 

Q What did this officer in black do when he alighted frem his 
car? A. He went to some other officers who were under a 
pine tree. 

(The witness withdraws). 













DEPOSE DU THIOIGNAGE 


EUGENE ANDRE LEOPQU BUCHART, 


ires d'eux ? 
itres d'eux. 


Q Y avaient-ils des soldats allmnnds 
avait des allenands 5 peu pres dix ] 

Q Est-ce qu'il y avait des officiers allen and s parni ces 
soldats allemands oil pr^s d' erne ? R. Oui, ils etai 
tous dans un groupe donnant des ordres. 

Q Est-ce que ces soldats allemands Itaient ann/s ? R. 
ils <£taient tous arrays. 


Q Savez-vous quelles sortes d'armes ils avaient ? R. Ha 
avaient des fusils et des mitrailleuses; des petites 
mitrailleuses et des grosses mitrailleuses. 

Q Est-ce qu'il y avait aucun officiers alle m a n ds hat>ill£ en 
noir ? R. Seulemcnt qu'un. 

Q Savez-vous quel etait son grade ? R. Jo ne peux pas 
vous lc dire. 
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EXHIBIT No. 2 


RECORD CF THE EVIDENCE 


FIRST UT. J.W. BISHOP 


FIRST LIEUTBJAin? JOSEPH ’ff. BISHOP io called and, 
having "been duly sworn, is examined as follows:- 

THE RESIDENT: Yfill you 3tate your name, rank, organisation and 
present duty. A. First Lieutenant Joseph W. Bishop, Judge 
Advocate's Section, H.Q. ETOUSA. 


Q I hand you these three objects and ask you to state what they 
are. A. These are three documents which were found in ny 
presence by Captain L.G-. Sneath at a spot which is identified 
on the map by the co-ordinates 871713. They were found at 
approximately 1400 hours on the 11th July, 1944* The first 
document is a personal letter addressed to Rifleman F. Smith, 
No. B.32922, Queen's Own Rifles. The second document i3 a 
pay book belonging to F.D. Harrison, Canadian Amy. The third 
document is a personal letter addressed to Sapper F. Harrison, 
Ho. B.138308(3?). This also simply gives "Ca n adian Amy". 


(Bundle of documents produced by 
■witness is marked Exhibit "23A") 


(The witness withdraws) 
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EXHIBIT No. 


RECORD OF 


LT. CQL. R.A.H. MacXmf 


THE FRESIDEOT: Will you please state your name, rank end 
organisation ? A. Robert Arthur Haliburton MacKeen, 
Lieutenant-colonel, Royal Canadian Amy Medical Corps 
First Canadian Base Laboratory* * 

Q What is the nature of your present assignment ? 

A I am in charge of a laboratory comlujting general 
pathological examinations. 

<5 Were you required to perform any duty at or in the 
vicinity of the Chateau d'Audrieu recently ? A. Yes. 

Q Will you state briefly the nature of that duty ? 

A To conduct autopsies on the bodies of 26 British and 
Ca n a dian soldiers who Trere buried in the grounds of the 
Chateau. 


Q By whom were you assisted in this work ? A. Ry a 
medical officer of the R.A.M.C., a laboratory assistant 
of the R.A.U.C. and ten French civilians, who performed 
various tasks such as grave digging, washing the bodies 
and preparing them for the autopsies. 

Q Before undertaking the exhumation of the bodies did you 
give any instructions as to the sequence in which the 
bodies were to be removed and brought to your operating 
room ? A. Yes. I told the French foreman to remove 
them in the following sequence: First from the grave con¬ 
taining six bodies, beginning with grave or body numbers 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

Q Have you completed the autopsy on these 26 bodies ? A. Yes. 

Q - Will you report to the Court the result of these autopsies 

and, in the case of each autopsy, state the source from 
which that body was brought to you. A. The first body 
that I examined was brought to me from the grave of six 
and was number 1 body i» that grave. This was the body of 
Private D.S. Gold, H. 16928, U.C., Canadian. This body had 
the identity discs around the neck. The clothing was 
searched, but nothing found. The shoulder patches were 
those of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles. There was a Red Cross 

badge on the right sleeve. Clothing: The blouse collar had 

a hole three-quarters of an inch in diameter, situated two 
and one quarter inches from the front and bordering on the 
Beam. Beneath this, beginning at the left shoulder strap 
button and extending outward and backward, there was a 
second hole two and three quarter inches in length. Beneath 
this the jersey showed a similar hole beginning at the neck 
line on the left shoulder, extending backward and downward. 
There was a hole in the left sleeve of the blouse, half an 
inch from the back seam and three and one half inches from 
the top seam; this was i r regula r in shape and one and one 
quarter inches in length. There was a hole in the right 
side of the tunic one and a quarter inches long at the 
inner edge of the pocket, half way up the pocket; this ex¬ 
tended upward and inward. The jersey showed a similar hole, 
the left sleeve and shoulder of both blouse and jersey were 
blood-soaked, as was the back of the blouse on the left 
side and the front of the blouse and jersey on the right. 
Body: Preservation of the scalp, face and soft tissues of 
the neck was poor. Practically all flesh was gone from the 
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msiuo sewn ana a. simuar noxe in the shirt that measured one 
inch in length. There were moderate bloodstains on the 
clothing. Head: The cranium was badly broken uni disintegrat¬ 
ed. The left frontal temporal parietal and part of the occipital 
bones were missing. The right frontal parietal and temporal bones 
were hanging loose. The brain tissue was cccpletely gone. There 
was a wound on the top of the left shoulder two inches in diameter 
and a second wound in the back, three and a half inches below 
this and one inch in diameter. The scapula was fractured through 
the acromion process. These appeared to be the entwance and exit 
of wounds of the same origin. There was a wound in the abdomen 
half an inch below the costal margin, half an inch to the left 
of the midline. This wound measured three quarters of an inch 
in length. There was a wound in the liver and a man amount 
of blood in the peritoneal cavity. The body showed de¬ 

composition. The hands were particularly decomposed aid the 
flesh on the fingers of the right hand was completely gone. The 
skin on the back of the hand was blackened and parchment -like. 

The left hand showed marked decomposition of the thumb and 
middle fingers. The first, third and little fingers were 
fairly well preserved. Summary:. The head wound was extremely 
severe but decomposition had obscured the original picture. 

The wounds in the shoulder and back were severe but did not 
necessarily cause immediate death. Abdominal and liver wounds 
had occurred after death. The disintegration of the skull was 
so severe that it was difficult to state definitely the type*of 
missile involved but the injuries could be produced by mail aims 
at very close range. 

The fourth body that I examined was brought to me from 
the grave of six and was number 4 in that grave. The body was 
said to be that of an unknown Canadian major of the Royal 
Winnipeg Rifles. The uniform was that of a major, Ca n a d ia n 
Army, with shoulder patches of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles. On 
the right sleeve were four service chevrons. A wrist watch, 
Olympic make, was on the left wrist. On the back of the watch 
was the name "F.E. Hodge". Clothing: The blouse had a hole 
three quarters of an inch in diameter three inches below the 
right shoulder strap at the back and one and a half inches from 
the shoulder seam, and there were similar holes in the shirt and 
vest. The blouse, shirt and vest were heavily bloodstained. 

Body: The head was absent and the first three vertebrae were 
missing. There was a wound, behind the right shoulder over the 
scapula. This wound was half an inch in diameter. There wa3 a 
small fracture of the scapula with a hole in the scapula five- 
sixteenths of an inch long and three-sixteenths of an inch wide. 
Chest cavities appeared normal. Peritoneal cavities appeared 
normal and the viscera showed no pathological changes. The body 
as a whole was badly decomposed. Sumary: The wound in the 
shoulder did not necessarily cause instant death. Ho opinion 
can be given of the condition of the head. 

The fifth body that I examined was brought to me from 
the grave of six and was number 5 body in that grave. This was 
the body of Lance-corporal A.R. Puller, H. 41280, U.C., 

Canadian. The identity disc was present and the regimental 
number appeared on the blouse belt. The blouse had the 
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Body of Major F.E. Hodge, showing complete 
disintegration of head. 


Body of L/Cpl A.R. Fuller, showing wounds in 
abdomen below right costal margin. 


Body of L/Cpl A.R. Fuller, showing wound in 
lower jaw, front of neck, reaching from 
shoulder to shoulder. 
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inwara ana oacicwara. The first rib was broken and the first 
seeonl and third dorsal vertebrae were broken. The upper lobe 
of the right lung was tom. The wound extended into the left 
upper thoracic cavity and there was a tear in the upper lobe 
of the left lung. Other or©ms and cavities showed no special 
change. Sumary: . Severe wounds of the head which the 
appearance of the beret would indicate were due to man 
calibre missiles fired from behind. Wound in the side of the 
heck entering thorax. Fran the direction of penetration it 
would appear that thi3 shoulder wound wa3 inflicted while the 
body was prone. Both types were fatal. 

The eighth body that I examined was brought to no 
from the grave of seven. This body at the time of autopsy 
boro no identification other tlian a silver signet ring with 
yellow metal inlay on top and shoulder. It bore the initials 
"F.H." in script. On him was found a small photograph which 
had been printed at Owen Sound, wliich is in Ontario. The grave 
from which this body '/as taken bore on a plaque the following 
information: "B.138303 Spr. F.D. Harrison, Cdn". It is known 
that the next of kin of Spr. Harrison resides in Owen Sound. 

The shoulder flash found on the body wan that of the Queen's 
Own Rifles of Canada. Clothing: Ho boots. The blouse showed 
a jagged hole one and three quarters of an inch in length on 
the right 3ide just below the collar. A second hole one inch 
long, five inches from raidline and six inches above the blouse 
belt at the back on the right. A third hole a quarter of an 
inch in diameter, four inches below the outer edge of the left 
breast pocket. The face was disintegrated with fractures of 
the upper and lower jaw3, nose orbits and ethnoids. The banes 
of the top of the skull were intact. The whole of the front of 
the neck down to the upper border of the sternum was disintegrated 
and there wa3 a fracture of the lower cervical vertebrae. There 
was a circular hole a quarter of an inch in diameter below the 
seventh rib in the left mid-axillary line. This continued through 
the diaphragn and entered the spinal column at the twelfth dorsal 
vertebrae; a sub-machine gun bullet was recovered. (Exhibit "24A") 
There was a jagged wouhd three inches by one and a half inches 
on the right side in the posterior axillary line extending towards 
midline. There were fractures of the eleventh and twelfth ribs. 
There was a wound in front of the chest one and a quarter inches 
in diameter with a fracture of the sternum at clavicular 
articulation on the right side. The right lung was tom. Sirxmry: 
Head wounds, fatal type. Body wounds, fatal type. There was some 
evidence tliat one, at least, of these wounds was of small calibre 
type. 

The ninth body that I examined was brought to me from the 
grave of seven. This was the body of Private VT. Poho, H. 9437> 
O.D., Canadian, Royal Winnipeg Rifles. Clothing: Ho boots. 
Blouse: Circular hole two inches in diameter between the ri$vt 
breast pocket and epaulette one inch above po^et. Hole half 
an inch in diameter .iust below the ri<’ht brdTST socket. Two holes 
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Body of L/Cpl W. Poho, shoeing hole in skull 


Body of Rfn F. Ostir, showing complete 
disintegration of head. 


Body of Spr F. Harrison, showing vault of skull 
and smashing in of front of face; large wound 
in upper portion of front of chest in midline. 
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„_ axovoacn wot I oxanined was brought to os 

from tha grave of seven. This was the body of Private Ilav- 
ton, British 3oldier. Ho. 1W179*. Idortlty STS ^ 
pocket. Clothings No blouse. Shirt shewed gaping holes 
between the anterior and posterior axillary linos on the 
left side and in the shoulder. There ms a hole above the 
right ohoulder. There were two holes in the left trouoer 
leg, one at the top of the large pocket and the other 
immediately above. Hoad: Soalp loose and waa tom, but 
showed two oircular holes throe-eighths of an inch in 
diameter, one in tho forehead and one in the occipital 
region. Thoro was a hole in the skin at the root of the 
nose one quarter of on inch in diameter. The skull was 
completely disintegrated. All bones were fractured and 
many pieces were missing. The oervical vertebrae were 
shattered and there was a wound in tho posterior triangle 
of tho neck, the whole of whioh measured one ami a hnif 
inches by two and a quarter inches and was situated on the 
right side. This wound appeared to be direoted upwards. 

The right max illa was fractured. There was a large giping 
wound in tho anterior surface of the left ohoulder region, 
running backwards from the a cranio clavicular articulation 
towards the left scapula, which was shattered. There was a 
large gaping wound below tho loft axilla four and a half 
inches by three and a quarter irwhos. These two wounds 
connunicated. Thoro were three wounds, half inch, 
inch and one quarter of an inch in diameter on outor aspect 
of upper arm immediately below the shoulder. There was no 
fracture. Surmory: Fatal head wounds with evidenco of 
multiple small-calibre wounds. Fatal neck wounds. Small- 
calibre wound3 of am. Wounds in shoulder and chest region. 

The twelfth body that I examined was brought to me 
from the grave of seven. This was the body of Private K.S. 
Lawrence, H.1170, Ca n ad i an, Royal Winnipeg Rifles. Clothing: 
Blouse: A hole one inch long, four inches to the right of 
the nidline and five inches from the belt. Trousers: Hole 
three and a half inches just above the knee in front. Head: 
No wounds at top of skull but right lower jaw was fractured 
and there was a flesh wound in tho right side of the neck 
with marked disintegration of the soft tissues. There was a 
lacerated wound of-the right thigh in the lower half, four 
inches in length, oomnenoing above tho patella. The femur 
was intact. There was a wound in the right foot and the 
flesh-wound over it was denuded, and there was disintegration 
of the tarsal bones. Other orgrns woro normal, Svcmary: 
Wounds of neck and jaw fatal. Wounds of thigh and foot 
moderate. 


Tho twenty-sixth body tint I examined was brought to 
mo from the grave of seven. Thin was the body of Private W. 
Barlow. No discs present, but his name and regimental 
number appeared on his trousers and on his gaiters. Ilis 
number was 4987501. It appeared that he belonged to a 
Company "D n , and ho wore 50th Division flashes with two 
parallel red flashes below. Clothing: Blouse: Hole one 
and a half inches in length in the right front, one inch 
below the collar. There was a hole tv© and a half inches in 
diameter one inch below tho co llar seam and two inches above 
the pocket and in line vdth the outside seam. There were 
four holes a quarter of an inch in diameter, two between the two 
lower buttons, one just below the bottom button and one half 
on inch from the bottom and one inch fraa midlinc. There vas 
a hole in the left sleeve, half an inch in diameter on tic 
inside, one inch above the cuff. There wore two holes three 
inches above the cuff on tho outside seam, half an inch in 
din nr' - Thpm wnn n hole a ousrter of an inch in diame r 







Photo of removed 3calp and skin of forehead 
Ptc L. Chartrand (lilp.29h) showing circular 
lioles. 


Body of Pte Hayton, showing complete 
disintegration of vault of skull. 


Body of Pte K.S. Lawrence, showing wound in 
nock and face. 
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r: “ right lovrcr lobe of lunw Vh«»v» 

freo blocd in ploum cauity. Sittaiy: fetal SSi «?“" 

skull, small calibre type. Wounds of chest. 

The fifteenth body that I examined was brought to me 
from the grave at «K“. This was the body of Privates. Bishoff, 
Ho 1V*>3» Lutho, Canadian. Clothing: There were no regimental 
flashes. There was a hole in the blouse collar, one inch to the 
right of midline, three-eighths of an inch in diameter. Body- 
There was a vortical wound in the posterior rigit triangle of 
neck, three and a half inches in length. This comunicated with 
wound causing multiple fractures of cervical vertebrae. Skull 
normal. Other organs normal® Summary: Fracture cervical 


The sixteenth body that I examined v/as brought to me 
from the grave at "K". This was the body of Rifleman W.G. 

Adams, H. VI53”! 5 C. of Eu, Canadian, Royal Winnioeg Rifles. 
Clothing: Ho boots. Blouse: Small hole in collar left side 
front, half an inch in diameter. Hole in left shoulder one 
inch bolow epaulette, one inch in length. Hole in left sleevo 
in line with top of breast pocket one and a half inches in 
length, half an inch in diameter. Hole back of left sleeve 
just at shoulder seam one quarter of an inch in diameter. Hole 
in back over left scapula, one half an inch in diameter, eight 
inches from shoulder scam. Hole in right sleeve inner side near 
elbow, one inch in diameter. Hole in left trouser leg, three 
inches in length, outer side of front pocket. Skull: There 
was a wound over the left malar region five-sixteenths of an 
inch in diaraetejp 0 Fracture of zygoma. Bullet had gone through 
middle fossa of the skull and then turning, fractured the orbital 
plate on making its exit. Body: There wan a wound five-sixteenth 3 
of an inch in diameter immediately above anterior axillary fold 
running upward and inward to exit wound, three quarters of an 
inch in diameter near the acrcraion process, fracturing head of 
humerus and smashing shoulder joint. There was a wound half an 
inch in diameter, two inches below left axilla in nid-axillary 
line ruining upwards and backwards to cause fracture of the first 
rib. There was a wound, a quarter of an inch in diameter, half 
an inch to right of sternum at second rib. There was a wound in 
the loft upper arm, mid-third on lateral surface. There was a 
wound a quarter of an inch in diameter and an exit wound three 
quarters of an inch in diameter on inner aspect. There was a 
wound a quarter of on inch in diameter in the left forearm, 
three inches above the wrist joint on radial side which ccan- 
unicat ed with cm exit wound half an inch in diameter on ulna 
side. There was a fracture of the ulna. There was a wound in 
the right upper arm, a quarter of an inch in diameter, three 
inches below the shoulder joint and directed downwards. There 
was a wound, one quarter of an inch in diameter, immediately 
to the right of the xiphi sternum. There was a wound, left 
iliac fossa, one inch long, caused by a piece of shrapnel 
(Exhibit "2i+K") one inch in length fracturing ilium just below 
crest. There was same blood in the abdominal cavity which was 
probably ante mortem. Thorax: Hiddle lobe, right lung, was 
penetrated. Free blood was present in the right thoracic 
cavity. There was a hole a quarter of an inch in diameter, on 
the right side of the diaphragjn, and a wound in the liver. 

Left thigh: There was a wound, a quarter of an inch in 
diameter, on the anterior aspect four inches below Poupart' s 
Ligament, and an exit wound three quarters of an inch in 
diameter three inches below the entrance in postero lateral 
aspect. Sunnary: Skull wound fatal. Multiple aaall calibre 
wounds of body, arms and legs. 
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Body of Cpl G.3. Heakin, showing 3 holes in 
region*of right ear. 


1 showing wound in 
right side of neck 


Body of Pte E. Bishoff, 
posterior triangle of 
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nidline at tho eighth thoracic vertebra, which was fractured,, 
Left thigh: There. was a wound three iiwheo above the patella 
( on outer aspect and a si m i lar one on the inner aspect. 
Theso measured a quarter and half inch; in a direct line with 
these there was a wound in the right thigh, inner aspect, 
measuring a quarter of an inch in diameter, three inches 
above the patella. Summary: Skull wounds fatal. Multiple 
fracture of the vertebra. Multiple small calibre wounds of 
the leg and body* 

• • 

The nineteenth body that I examined was brought to 
me freta grave "K w . This was the body of Rifleman A„A. Fag- 
nan, IIo 41980, R.C., Canadian, Royal Winnipeg Rifles,, 
Clothing: There was a hole in collar three quarters of an 
, inch in diameter Just below tho epaulette* There -were two 
holes a quarter of an inch in diameter to the right of the 
midline just above the belt seam* There was a liole half an 
inch in diameter on the fly front of blouse, upper level of 
pocket o There was a liole two inches in length, three inches 
to the left of the midline, two inches above the belt line* 
There was a hole in the left posterior axillary line a 
quarter of an inch in diameter one inch from the shoulder 
setai. Trousers: Three holes in the top just under the 
belt scam corresponding to the holes in the blouse. Boots: 
Left, there wore two lioles in the sole a quarter and half 
an inch in diameter. There was a one-inch tear the lateral 
aspect just above the sole. Head: No wounds. Body: 
Communicating wounds one quarter and half inch in diameter 
at left costal margin. One v/as one inch from the midline 
at the tip of the seventh rib and the second at the tip of 
the tenth rib. Wound in back at level of the eighth and 
tenth dorsal vertebra, one inch to the left of the nidline, 
measuring two and three quarters of an inch in diameter. 

This communicated with the thoracic cavity upwards and in¬ 
wards. Wound in the back one. quarter of an inch in 
diameter in the mid line at the eleventh dorsal vertebra 
directed upwards and inwards., Two penetrating wounds, 
half an inch in diameter, on the sole of the left foot and 
fractures of tho tarsal bones, evidently fran shots fired 
when the body was prone* Piece of metal removed, (Exhibit 
"ZAP")* Lower lobe of the left lung was torn; there was 
blood in the pleural cavity; fifth, sixth and seventh ribs 
were fractured near the vertebral column. Other organs 
ware normal. Summary: Chest wounds fatal. Multiple small 
calibre wounds of body and foot. 


The twentieth body that I examined was brought to 
me from the grave at "K"o This was the body of Private HJU 
Labrecque, H., 103987, R.C., Canadian, Royal Winnipeg Rifles. 
Clothing: Right boot off. Blouse: Triangular hole one 
inch each side, in ri$it lower back five inches from the 
midline seam and four inches above the belt * Hole one 
auarter of an inch in diameter, one and a quarter inches to 
the right of the midline seam and four inches above the belt. 
Hole half an inch in diameter beneath the insertion of the 
left epaulette. Hole one inch in diameter three inches below 
the axilla in the mid-axillary line* Hole left sleeve three 
Quarters of an inch in diameter in the upper aim, three inches 
fran the shoulder scam in front 0 Two holes half on inch in 
diameter two aid. four inches behind the side seam of the 
right trouser leg at level of the fork. Skull: Scalp denuded 
over most part. There was a tri-radiate fracture in the 
right nostorior parietal region two and a half inches behind 
the external auditory meatus. This had produced a hole five- 
sixteenths of an inch in diameter. On the opposite side of 
the skull three inches behind the external auditory meatus 
there was a larger hole one inch in diameter in the posterior 










Body of Rfn A.A. Fagnan, showing complete 
disintegration of left side of face and neck 


Body of Rfn A.A. Fagnan, showing linear 
fracturo through right side. 


Body of Pte H.A. Labrecque, showing hole in 
right side of head. 
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tv/cuty-tnird body that I o;:aninc& ;vas brought to no 
tho p'ava at "K". Tliis was Uie body or private II. Rodgers, 
H« o910, R.C., Canadian, Hoy;J. .vj. ...ipeg Rifles. Clothing: Ho 
boots. Blouse: Hole one quart or of an inch in diameter inner 
top edge Oa the left breast pocket. Two hales a nuartcr of an 
inch in diameter in the left axilla. Hole one quarter of an 
inch in diameter lull* an inch below the above, ‘hole one and a 
lialf inches in diameter on the ianer side of the loft upper 
ana. Two gaping holes, tv® and a half inches in diameter, just 
above the left cuff. Two holes, two inches and three inches in 
diameter, one and a half inches above the belt seam in the 
right mid-axillary line. One hole one inch in diameter three 
inches below the axilla in the right sleeve- Gkull: There was 
a hole one quarter of an inch in diameter in tlie midline of the 
occipital region and a second hole one inch in diameter one and 
a quarter inches above and lialf an inch behind the left external 
auditory meatus. Thorax: 7/ouud in right axillary e-egion 
towards the front, four inches by two inches. This ./as super¬ 
ficial- Wound left axillary region, one quarter of an inch in 
diameter, with exit wound in the anterior triangle of the neck- 
Third rib was grooved. There was splintering of the left si:±h 
rib one inch from the vertebral articulation. There was blood 
in the left thoracic cavity and a tear in tiie upper lobe of the 
left lung. Abdomen: Hil- Left liand: Greater part missing; 
remaining carpal bones were fractured- Susrnary: SlatLl wounds, 
small calibre. Llultiole small calibre wounds of the body. 


The twenty-fourth body that I examined was brought to me 
from the grave at "K". Tliis body at the time of the autopsy bore 
no sign of identification, but the cross on tlie grave from which 
tliis body was taken bore the following information: "II.21123 
Slyvrchuk, G.C."; the letters "RoyJ. Winnipeg Rifles" appear at 
the top of the cross. There w re tv® service chevrons on tlie 
id;jit ana, and the sleeves bore the Royal 'Winnipeg Rifles flash. 
Clothing: Tliree holes in the collar of the blouse on the right 
side, a quarter of an inch in diameter; two holes, half an inch 
in diameter, two inches below the collar seam in the back- Two 
holes, lialf an inch in diameter, just in front of right 
epaulette. The head was missing and the body showed narks of 
decomposition and the right am was disarticulated at the 
shoulder. Thoracic and abdominal cavities: Ilil. Summary: From 
the holes in the collar' it would appear that tliis man was 
wounded severely in the neck, probably leading to decapitation- 
Apparently small calibre missiles. 
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Body of Qnr (Rfn?) S.J. Cresswell, showing 
large gaping hole in right side of skull. 


Body of Pte H. Rodgers, showing hole 1 inch in 
diameter in region of left ear. 


Body of Pte H. Rodgers, showing hole in 
occipital region. 
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EXHIBIT No. 25 


RECORD OP THE EVIDENCE 


SERJEANT J.R. FROST. 


SERJEANT J.R. FROST is called, and 

having "been duly sworn, is examined as follows 

THE PRESIDENT: State your name, rank and organisation. 

A B211172 Serjeant Frost, J.R., No. 1 Special Investigation 
Section, First Canadian Amy. 

Q Between 9th July and 14th July, 1944, were you present at the 
Chateau d'Audrieu with Lieut. Col. MacKeen when he performed 
an autopsy on the bodies of twenty-four British and Canadian 
soldiers found dead in the Chateau grounds ? lu> Yes. 

Q Did you take the fingerprints of each of those bodies ? 

A I took the fingerprints of eighteen bodies numbered 1, 

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 24 and 
25 . I attempted to take the fingerprints of six other 
bodies, but due to the condition of these bodies it was not 
possible. Those bodies numbered 10, 12, 14, 22, 23 and 26. 

t 

Q Do these envelopes (now included in the large envelope marked 
Exhibit "25A") contain the actual fingerprints of these 
eighteen bodies ? A. They do. 


(The witness withdraws) 
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RECORD OF THE EVIDENCE 


SERJEANT R. S. S0UTHER3T, 


SERJEANT R.S» SOUTHERST is called and, 
having been duly sworn, is examined 
as follows 


THE PRES IDIOT: State your none, rank and organisation* 

A. U1913 Serjeant Southerst, R.S., No.1 Special 

Investigation Section, First Canadian Any, 

Q Between 9th July and 14th July, 19A4, 'were you present at the 
Chateau d'Audrieu with Lieut. Col. HacKc/m v/hen he performed 
an autopsy on the bodies of two British and/or Canadian 
soldiers found dead in the Chateau grounds? A. Yes. 

Q Bid you take the fingerprints of each of those bodies? 

A. I took the fingerprints of two bodies numbered 18 and 19# 

Q Do these envelopes (now included in the large envelope narked 
Exhibit "26 a") contain the actual finger prints of these two 
bodies? A. Yes, 

(The witness withdraws). 
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LIEUTENANT FRANK L. DUBEEVXLL is called 


til 


and* having been duly sworn, is examined 
as follows 


THE HIES ID ENT: Will you state to the Court your name, unit and 
duty? A. Lieutenant Prank L. Dubervill, Canadian Film and 
Hioto Unit. I on on duty with No.3 Canadian Public Relations 
Croup, at Creully, Normandy. 


Q In connection with your duties were you required to take 
photographs at the Chateau d'Audrieu and of the bodies of 
Canadian sold i ers upon whan an autopsy was being performed 
there? A. Yes. 


Q I show you here a series of photographs marked Exhibit "27A" 
and ask you if you can state to the Court what they are? 

A. Here is a series of 36 photographs taken by me of the 
bodies exhumed at the Chateau d'Audrieu and 15 )on which an 
autopsy was performed by Lieutenant -Colonel UacKeen. This 
series represents photographs of 22 bodies. The name of the 
soldier in each case is written on the back of the photograph, 
except in the. cane of unidentified bodies. 


Q I show you another series of photographs marked Exhibit "27B" 
and ask you if you can identify them and state the circumstances 
under which they were made? A. These photographs are of the 
grounds of the Chateau d'Audrieu, of the Chateau itself, the 
graves and where the bodies of the soldiers were found at the 
Chateau. I took these photographs at the direction of 
General Barker, President of tills Court. There is a caption 
on the back of each photograph identifying the picture and 
showing in what direction it was taken. 


(The witness withdraws). 













STATEMETFr rrp 
Lt.Col. J.li WCTTOAU 

afflcer Com panding Royal Winnipeg Rifles. 


EXHIBIT No. 28. 



The witness, haring been duly sworn, states: 

Regarding the general action affecting this Battalion, 
on the night 7/8th June, 1944, and during the day of 8th 
June, 1944, the map references of the original Conmanr 
dispositions were as follows (Thaon 1:25000 Sheet) 

"A" Comnary in area (900721) with one platoon 
(No. 8) detached in position at bridge over 
railway (894721) and one platoon (No. 7) 
forming a part of the force in liaison with 
7 Battalion Green Howards at Bronay (Area 
889724). 

"B" Company in area of orchards (903726) 

"C" Company north of railway (Area 905718) 

"D" Company in fields (Area 909717). 

The Battalion generally had been under fire 
attack by fighting patrols throughout the night of 
7/8th June, 1944. Raring the morning of 8th June, 

1944, all companies remained in position. At about * 

1000 8th June,' 1944> I visited "C" Company area and 
found them under increasingly heavy attack with mw 
confused fighting going on in the woods and orchards. 

The major portion of the Company, however, were still 
in position. 

Before proceeding to "A" Company, I got the Company 
Coraaander of "A" Company (Major Hodge) on the wireless 
and he told me that he was pinned down by heavy mortar 
and machine gun fire with the threat of armoured attack 
on the bridge at 894721. I therefore proceeded to "B" 
Company in order to reconnoitre from their position in 
the orchards at 903726. At about 1045 hours "B" Company 
also came-under increasingly heavy mortar fire. Being 
assured that "A" Company was holding its position, I 
returned to Battalion Headquarters and was called from 
there to Brigade Headquarters. 

On ny return from Brigade Headquarters at about 1230 
houre I found Battalion Headquarler-s under heavy mortar 
fire and each compary position under attack by infantry 
and tanks. Soon after this communications broke down 
between Battalion Headquarters and both "A" and "B" 
Companies and within a short time I was out of touch 
with "C" Company. 

Confused fighting continued in the forward areas 
throughout the afternoon oad by 1800 houre with "D" 
Company remaining in position, although partially 
surrounded. Battalion Headquarters was in a defensive 
position reinforced by stragglers from "A", "B" and 
"C" Companies. 

Through the artillery P.0.0, and his ability to move 
in his O.P. tank it was ascertained during the late 
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EXHIBIT No. 29. 


The Germans ire re Both wearing camouflaged tunics ctmcu- 
flaged helmets. The one in front, that is the first German I 
referred to, was armed, I Believe, with & Schmeizer Carbine. 

I am reasonably familiar with this weapon and am practically 
certain that is what he used. I do not know his unit and I 
would not recognise the man again. 

To the Best of ny knowledge no member of "A" Company was 
west of the Bridge position on 8th June, with the exception 
of No, 7 Platoon which I knew to Be stationed at Bronay. 

I/Cpl. Oman had the regimental number H.4122*8. Rifleman 
Lawrence, K.S. # had the regimental number H. 1170. He was 
Major Hodge's Batman. These men were captured at point 
899724 (approx) in a wheat field. 

The last I saw of Major F.E. Hodge was just Before I 
went into the wheat field and he too was endeavouring to 
lead his men out of the position. At the time I last saw 
him Major Hodge and I were within a few yards of each other. 

(Signed) R.S. MOGLOVE, Lt. 

O.C. No. 8 PI. 

H.ffpg.Rifs. 
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l_ Sycamore 
(Command Post) 


Wreck®d German Trarvftporv 
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